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Two -Messages Here

A 1. Explicit: Change is happening more
rapidly than ever and Is likely to continue
doing so----probably true.

A 2. Implicit: The context in which this
change has happened---industrialization,
technological innovation, etc. will remain
In place----highly guestionable



Anticipating a Bigger
oShifto

A From a noncritical, relatively stable and
predictable stage

A To a stationary critical stage that is
unpredictable and in which relatively
Insignificant events can cause
catastrophic changes---for good or Ill!



The Waorld According to
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oLi fe I n a Sandf¢g

A A sandpile at a noncritical stage is
relatively stable and predictable.

A A sandpile at a stationary critical stage is
unpredictabled and an insignificant event
can cause catastrophic change.

A One can never predict when a significant
event will occur

AT hi-s can best be-unec
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Sandpi.l e Wor |l d,

A Sandpiles reflect the underlying physics
of the world

A The energy of systems are constantly
poised on the edge of unpredictable
change.

A Stability tends to be a passing phase---a
pause in a system of incredible
dynamism. The Eternal Frontier: Tim Flannery

A Such energy can as easily create as
destroy.




