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From the Council… 
 

A Natural Blast – Party and Fund Raiser for Iowa’s Environment 

Please join us on June 17 for A Natural Blast! This fundraiser for Iowa’s 

Environment will be an evening full of friends, fun, food, and festivities. 

There will be a silent auction and dinner starting at 5pm, followed by music 

by Cousin Eddie (a self described Country Blues band, they also play a 

little bit of everything including originals and crazy covers from The Gourd's, Danny Barnes, Old Crowe 

Medicine Show, Dylan, Dead and Stones.)  Will you join me? The tickets are $25 and you can  get 

yours from me or call Barbra at 515-244-1194 ext. 202. All proceeds benefit Iowa Environmental 

Council in partnership with Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Events, Training and Activities 
 

Workshops on community gardening/urban farming 

June 11-13, call for exact times and locations 

WHERE: (6/11)Des Moines, (6/12) Cedar Rapids, (6/12) Waterloo, (6/13)Marshalltown (call or email for 

exact locations) COST:Free - seating is limited,  so please sign-up in advance TO SIGN UP, OR FOR 

MORE INFORMATION: Contact Hannah Lewis, NCAT Midwest Regional Office Director, 

hanahl@ncat.org, 877-327-6379 (toll free) or 515-288-0460  

Andy Pressman, a sustainable agriculture specialist for the National Center for Appropriate Technology 

(NCAT) office in Shavertown, Penn., will tour Iowa, discussing how communal gardens help spur 

neighborhood interaction and development, transform weed-covered lots into green space, and conserve 

mailto:hanahl@ncat.org


resources. The half-day workshops in Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, Marshalltown and Waterloo, which are 

free and open to the public will include a presentation over topics ranging from pest control to soil 

remediation. 

Submitted by Rich Dana 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

"COSC connects" Launch Party and Demonstration Home Open Houses 

Various dates - Des Moines, West Union, West Des Moines 
COSC launches a quarterly social gathering titled "COSC connects" at 5:00pm on Monday, June 7th, at 

the Des Moines Social Club that features Green Living Project's only Iowa stop on a national mobile tour. 

On June 11th & 12 COSC hosts open houses at the West Union demonstration home in recognition of the 

success of its The Affordable Green Building Training: West Union series. On June 17th, COSC, City of 

West Des Moines and HOME, Inc. celebrate the completion of the West Des Moines Affordable Green 

Demonstration Home with an evening open house event. Learn more at www.icosc.com. 

Submitted by Siobhan Spain 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Flood Seminar Series Travels the State 

June and July Dates, statewide 

Iowans will have several opportunities in the coming weeks to learn how to better prepare for future 

floods. The Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future seminar will be repeated in Burlington 

(6/16), Cedar Rapids (6/21), Waverly (6/30), Mason City (7/14) and Ames (7/19).  Each runs from 4-6 

pm. For more information contact Joe Bolkcom at the University of Iowa Center for Global and Regional 

Environmental Research at joe-bolkcom@uiowa.edu or 319-353-2681 or visit 

http://www.cgrer.uiowa.edu/ 

Submitted by Joe Bolkcom 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Backyard Abundance Hosts Permaculture-Based “Create Abundant Landscapes” Classes 

June thru October, Iowa City area 

Create Abundant Landscapes is a series of weekend classes that help people create beautiful landscapes 

that save time, energy, and money while directly improving the health of our environment. A wide variety 

of hands-on activities create a fun and engaging learning experience. Permaculture design certification is 

offered for people completing all courses in the series. For more information and to register for classes, 

visit the Backyard Abundance website:  www.BackyardAbundance.org. 

Submitted by Fred Meyer 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

G.R.A.S.S. (Great Race Against Shrubs and Shade) 

June 4, Castana 

9:00 a.m., June 4, meet at the parking lot for the Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area, 178th St. and 

Oak Ave., (rural) Castana, IA (also used for the Loess Hills Prairie Seminar). See directions, map, and 

additional program information at: http:/www.nwaea.k12.ia.us/en/upcoming_events/loess_hills_seminar. 

G.R.A.S.S. Contact: Doug Chafa, Wildlife Management Biologist, Iowa DNR, IA, 712-420-2437, 

doug.chafa@dnr.iowa.gov. This half-day conservation effort was first organized by Jean and Chad Eells, 

this is now organized annually by the Iowa DNR as a pre-Loess Hills Prairie Seminar event. It attracts 

many volunteers and the interns of conservation organizations. Those who participate make a well-

recognized, significant contribution to prairie management. Be sure to bring sunscreen, bug spray, and 

water as well as loppers and hand saws if you have them.  Also, wear sturdy shoes and gloves. 

Submitted by Dianne Blankenship  

* * * * * * * * * * 
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Loess Hills Prairie Seminar 

June 4-6, Onawa area 

The 34th Annual Loess Hills Prairie Seminar – Prairie Past and Present – June 4 evening through June 6 

noon. At West Monona High School, Onawa, and the Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area/Sylvan 

Runkel State Preserve. Come celebrate Prairie and learn about many other topics. Sessions and programs 

for all ages. Educators have the opportunity to receive credit at a reduced rate. Early childhood workshop 

– Growing Up Wild. Special evening programs and field sessions for children and families. Campfire 

programs with Jerome Kills Small. Sponsored by Northwest AEA, Monona CCB, Iowa DNR, with 

support from many other organizations. See full information including the program and registration form 

at: www.nwaea.k12.ia.us/en/upcoming_events/loess_hills_seminar. For more information, contact Gloria 

Kistner at 800-352-9040, Ext. 6080 or gkistner@nwaea.com.  LHPS coordinator, Dianne Blankenship at: 

bennaid@hotmail.com. 

Submitted by Dianne Blankenship 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Mo. Valley Wetlands & Waterfowlers Association Meeting 

June 5, Onawa 

The Mo. Valley Wetlands & Waterfowlers Association is having its first meeting June 5
th
 at the Onawa 

Public Library at Noon. The organization will have special guest speakers from the IDNR / USFWS / NE 

F & G and the Ikes. Topics from Max grant opportunities, projects and future wetland & Migratory 

Management strategies. They will have a special guest talking about the Mo. River Restoration and 

Recovery Process as well. At 3:00 the organization will talk about its primary Programs: NAWCA, WRP, 

TMHM & Endowment Fund process. The Mission of the organization is to help Restore, Enhance and 

Protect Vital Wetlands in the Mo. Valley Flood Plains and along the Mighty Mo. River. This River is one 

of North Americas most degraded river system and has suffered extensive wetland and migratory habitat 

loss. If you believe in Clean Water, Increased Native Migratory Habitat you will not want to miss this 

event. If you have questions or comments please contact: Bill Smith 712-253-0362 or 

FHD101@AOL.COM. 

Submitted by Bill Smith 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Iowa Coalition of Off-Road Riders Trail-building School 

June 5, Cedar Rapids Area 

That would be the Friday social, Saturday trail school, Sunday informal ride... 

http://www.icorrmtb.org/?p=518. Register here... http://go.imba.com/iacity. Land Managers interested in 

a customized session for them on Friday should contact Ken Barker directly. For more information, email 

Ken at knbrkr@gmail.com or call (319)929-6634. 

Submitted by Ken Barker 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Yoga in the Park 

Begins June 5, Des Moines 

Celebrate the great outdoors every Saturday this summer with Yoga in the Park, at Gray’s Lake. The Des 

Moines Park and Rec team offer FREE yoga classes at 9:00 AM every Saturday morning at Gray's Lake. 

No yoga experience is required and no registration is needed......just bring your mat and join in any 

Saturday June through September,2010. The classes are taught by Yoga Instructors from local yoga 

studios who have volunteered their time to offer this special opportunity to the community. If you have 

any questions feel free to call Tim Smith at 515-208-9216. 

Submitted by Denny Kelly 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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Jim Pease & Wildlife on Talk of Iowa 

June 8, Iowa Public Radio 

Dr. Jim Pease, a renowned Iowa naturalist, is a regular guest on Talk of Iowa, broadcast the second 

Tuesday of each month from 10-11 a.m. Learn more about Pease and his show on Talk of Iowa. Click 

here to download podcasts of the show. For more information, contact Cathy Engstrom at 515-288-1846. 

Submitted by Tim Greene 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Teaching Outdoor Skills: Basic Fishing and Archery 

June 14-15, Guthrie Center 

Held at Springbrook Education Center, north of Guthrie Center, IA, this hands-on sessions will acquaint 

participants with methodologies used to teach archery and fishing. Participants will receive a basic 

archery instructor packet and the Fish Iowa! basic spincasting module. Lodging and meals will be 

provided at the Springbrook Conservation Center the evening of June 14. Costs are included in the 

registration fee or covered by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources. A limited number of stipends of 

$150 are available to teachers who agree to develop an integrated lesson plan to help defray expenses. For 

more information, contact: AquaticEd_Info@dnr.iowa.gov. Registration Deadline is June 7. Registration 

fee: materials and 1 license renewal credit for $55 or 1 graduate credit from Drake University for $155. 

You must register on-line through Heartland AEA – http://bit.ly/bedYdh.  

Submitted by Shannon Hafner 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Stormwater Design for Non-Engineers 

June 15, Ankeny 

The Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities invites you to join them June 15, 9:00-3:00 in 

Ankeny, for a non-technical training session that addresses hydrology and land development, hydrologic 

methods and models, small storm hydrology, stormwater detention, conveyance and best management 

practices for the urban landscape. For more information, see http://bit.ly/axgxgP.  Registration deadline 

June 8. For questions, contact Kathleen Gibbons 

515-289-1999 / 800-810-4268; kgibbons@iamu.org. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Polk County Conservation Requesting Public Input - Thomas Mitchell and Yellow Banks Parks 

June 16 and 23, Polk County 

Master plans are being developed for both Thomas Mitchell Park and Yellow Banks Park within the Polk 

County Conservation park system. Two public meetings have been scheduled to allow park users and 

community members the opportunity to provide feedback about current park features, changes that could 

be made, and future amenities that would enhance the park. The Yellow Banks Park public meeting will 

be held on Wednesday, June 16th, 6:30 p.m., at Woodland Hills Church of Christ (2484 SE 68th St., 

Pleasant Hill). The Thomas Mitchell Park public meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 23rd, 6:30 

p.m., at the Mitchellville Community Center (114 Center Avenue North, Mitchellville).  

For more information, contact Polk County Conservation at 515-323-5300. 

Submitted by Kami Rankin 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Citizen Science: An Introduction to Insects 

June 18-19, Grinnell  

Join us at Grinnell College Conrad Environmental Research Area for this two-day workshop. It will cover 

many different aspects of insect ecology and identification. Registration of $100 includes an insect 
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collection, workshop pack and lunches. More information is available online (registration is due June 4). 

Contact Laureen VanWyk at 641 269-4720 or vanwyk@grinnell.edu for more information.  

Submitted by Tim Greene 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Yoga Under the Oaks at Whiterock Conservancy 

June 18-20, Coon Rapids 

Balance, flexibility and strength are all essential qualities of nature. Move your life to a more healthy and 

balanced place through yoga and meditation on a restored oak savanna. Join Lynn DuBord, instructor 

with Illuminate Yoga + Natural Solutions for a weekend retreat in the scenic 4,300 acre Whiterock 

Valley. All experience levels are welcome. For a complete schedule and Lynn’s bio, click here or visit 

www.whiterockconservancy.org. Registration is $195, which includes meals prepared with local foods. 

Register before May 1 to receive $40 off. Call Emily (712) 684-2697 x 115. 

Submitted by Emily Babin 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Inquiry-Based Outdoor Exploration Training 

June 21 & 22, Guthrie Center 

Join us at Springbrook Education Center, north of Guthrie Center for this training for working with youth 

outdoors. Participants will learn how to build upon children's sense of wonder about the world around 

them through relevant, inquiry-based exploration. Participants will be introduced to strategies, skills, and 

resources (including Growing Up WILD and Environmental Experiences for Early Childhood) to help 

them lead children in age-appropriate, interdisciplinary outdoor experiences. Group activities will help 

participants correlate nature based activities to state and national program and curriculum standards.  

Lodging and meals will be provided at the Springbrook Conservation Center for June 21 & 22. 

Registration deadline is June 14. Registration fee: materials and 1 license renewal credit for $175 or 1 

graduate credit from Drake University for $275. You must register on-line through Heartland AEA - 

http://bit.ly/9zasvE. Contact the DNR Aquatic Education Program at aquaticed_info@dnr.iowa.gov for 

more information. 

Submitted by Shannon Hafner 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Oelwein Area Clean-up – Volunteers Needed 

June 26, Oelwein area 

The City of Oelwein and P.L.E.A.S.E. in conjunction with the Fayette County Solid Waste Commission 

and Buchanan County Conservation Commission are sponsoring a one day clean up of Otter Creek, Lake 

Oelwein, and the Fontana Park impoundment on June 26, 2010. There will be some “charismatic mega 

trash” left over from the E5 tornado and land based projects available for people not wanting to canoe but 

help out. Volunteers are needed. A limited number of paddle craft are available to reserve or you may 

bring your own craft. Lunch will be provided. Meeting time is 8:00 a.m. at Lake Oelwein. Questions and 

boat reservations may be directed to Nathan Lein at 319.283.1212. 

Submitted by Nathan Lein 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Governor’s Conference on Environmental Education  

June 28, Moravia 

To be held at Honey Creek Resort State Park. You can register online at: 

http://bit.ly/cSWTwY. The conference brochure can be found at: http://bit.ly/9VLoxs. 

Submitted by Heather Niec 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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Sustainable Community Planning Workshop 

June 29, Des Moines 

1000 Friends of Iowa in cooperation with the Iowa Department of Health and Iowans Fit for Life invites 

you to attend a one day workshop titled "Sustainable Planning - The Concept and Experience in Iowa" on 

June 29 at the Holiday Inn - Mercy Campus. Dan Burden returns to Iowa as the keynote speaker for this 

exciting event! The cost is $85 per registrant. The objectives for the event are to define sustainable 

planning in Iowa, visit existing smart planning areas and opportune areas and engage leaders and citizens 

in sustainable planning discussions. For additional information and to register visit 

www.1000friendsofiowa.org. Space is limited so reserve your spot soon! 

Submitted by Crystal Leto 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Environmental Management Systems Group Workshop 

June 30, Amana Colonies 

If you are interested in greenhouse gas reduction, energy efficiency, or Environmental Management 

Systems, join us on June 30, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Clarion Inn Amana Colonies. Cost is $28 and includes 

lunch. Iowa DNR Pollution Prevention Services has brought together experts from IDNR Air Quality, 

EPA Region 7 and our team, as well as the Iowa Waste Reduction Center and the Iowa Department of 

Economic Development’s Business Assistance Team to provide a forum for EMS information, resources 

and networking. This workshop seeks to establish an on-going EMS Industry Group to provide 

information and support to Iowa organizations interested in sustaining or developing an EMS. Future 

workgroup meetings will provide information on various topics to build continuous improvement, reduce 

your impacts and save your facility money. The agenda, flyer and registration form are located at 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/waste/p2/workshops.html . 

Submitted by Allan Goldberg 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Mississippi River Canoe Trip 

July 31-August 7 

Paddlers are invited to enjoy the majestic Mississippi River on the Great River Rumble from Dubuque to 

Muscatine July 31 to August 7. The Great River Rumble is an annual week-long canoe/kayak trip. Each 

year it travels a different section of river, usually on the mighty Mississippi. Additional information may 

be found at riverrumble.org or by emailing info@riverrumble.org. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

North American Prairie Conference 

August 1-5, Cedar Falls 

The 22nd North American Prairie Conference is coming to UNI this summer, August 1 - 5. Prairie 

keynotes, prairie management, prairie research, prairie field trips and prairie exhibits. Details at 

napc2010.org 

Submitted by Kirk Henderson 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Register Now for Lower Wapsipinicon River Cleanup 

August 13-15, Starts in Anamosa 

Registration forms for the 2010 Lower Wapsipinicon River Cleanup from Anamosa to Hale on August 

13-15 are now available online at www.lowerwapsicleanup.org. Please feel free to email Melisa Jacobsen 

at coordinator@lowerwapsicleanup.org or Jackie Gautsch at j.gautsch@hotmail.com with any questions 

or call 309-737-9016.  

Submitted by Melisa Jacobsen 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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River Run Garbage Grab 

August 14, Central Iowa 

This 9
th
 annual clean-up of the Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers begins at all sites at 9a.m. on August 14. 

This event allows volunteers the opportunity to remove trash from the river or along its adjacent trails. 

Paddlers, rowers, power boaters, walkers, hikers, bicyclers, mountain bikers, birders, etc are all welcome!  

Want to participate on the river but don't have a canoe? Sign up for any of our land-based clean ups! In an 

effort to reduce unnecessary waste we are not providing bottled water this year so volunteers will need to 

bring their own water bottles to their event. Join our riverfront celebration at 6 p.m. This year we are 

going all out with a big celebration at the Izaak Walton League Lodge where live entertainment and food 

will be provided FREE for volunteers. Music provided by Community Jazz Center Big Band. Door prizes 

will be given away. To learn more and to register, go to  http://www.riverstewards.org and click on 

“register now.” There you’ll find a map.  The blue balloons on the map are where on-the-water clean-up 

crews will start and the green balloons are where land clean-up crews will begin.    

Submitted by Brad Gerndt 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

Opportunities and Announcements 
 

Volunteer Land Stewards Needed 

Whiterock Conservancy has a few vacancies for its Volunteer Land Steward Program. Through quarterly 

hikes, land stewards will provide WRC with indispensable information relating to the protection and 

health of the land. Best of all, you can explore Whiterock at your leisure in the scenic Middle Raccoon 

River Valley! As a land steward, we hope that you will build a lasting relationship with the land. Gain 

valuable skills relating to conservation and habitat restoration. Bring your dog, your family or your 

friends on your visits. Enjoy the beauty of Whiterock Conservancy! Click here for an application. 

Submitted by Emily Babin 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Iowa River Call: Connecting Fourth Graders to Their River 

What better way to teach children the importance of protecting watershed than to let them fall in love with 

their own Iowa River? That was the mission behind Iowa River Call’s first-annual river experience field 

trip at River Junction Access in Johnson County. Fourth graders from Hills and Twain Elementary 

Schools in Iowa City each spent a day experiencing the ecosystem at the edge of the river, through 

stations that engaged them with science, history, music, storytelling, and physical activity. The response? 

Affirmative! As one teacher reported the day after, "The kids can't stop talking about all of the many 

experiences they had." Iowa River Call will expand its focus to at least two more communities along the 

Iowa River next year, and we are actively soliciting volunteers for site leaders and the support team. Not 

from the Iowa River watershed? Start your own fourth-grade river experience! We’ll be glad to share 

what we’ve learned. Contact Chris Vinsonhaler at chris-vinsonhaler@uiowa.edu for more information or 

to volunteer. Read about the event at Blue Planet Green Living.  

Submitted by Julia Wasson 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

EPA Launches New Web Tools to Inform Public about Clean Water Enforcement  

EPA is launching a new set of web tools, data, and interactive maps to inform the public about serious 

Clean Water Act violations in their communities. Improving water quality is one of EPA Administrator 

Lisa P. Jackson's priorities and in 2009, Administrator Jackson directed the agency to develop concrete 

http://www.riverstewards.org/
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steps to improve water quality to better enforce the Clean Water Act and to use 21st Century technology 

to transform the collection, use and availability of EPA data. The web tools announced are part of EPA's 

Clean Water Act Action Plan to work with states in ensuring that facilities comply with standards that 

keep our water clean. The new web page provides interactive information from EPA's 2008 Annual 

Noncompliance Report, which pertains to about 40,000 permitted Clean Water Act dischargers across the 

country. The report lists state-by-state summary data of violations and enforcement responses taken by 

the states for smaller facilities. The new web page also makes it easy to compare states by compliance 

rates and enforcement actions taken and provides access to updated State Review Framework reports.  

Interactive Map for Clean Water Act Annual Noncompliance Report:  

www.epa-echo.gov/echo/ancr/us/. 

State Review Framework: www.epa.gov/compliance/state/srf/index.html 

Enforcement and Compliance History Online: www.epa-echo.gov/echo. 

Submitted by Linda Kinman 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Iowan Wins Seat on Sierra Club’s National Board of Directors 

The Sierra Club Iowa Chapter proudly announces that Donna Buell of Spirit Lake has been elected to the 

national Sierra Club’s Board of Directors. She becomes the first Iowan ever to serve on the national 

board. Buell has served in various capacities with the Sierra Club at the local, state and national level. In 

2006, she organized the Prairie Lake Group that encompasses Buena Vista, Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, 

O’Brian, Osceola, Palo Alto and Pocahontas counties and served as its chair. Elected to the chapter 

executive committee, Buell has served as the chapter treasurer since 2008. Nationally, she currently 

serves as Budget Officer of the Council of Club Leaders Executive Committee and on the National 

Finance and Risk Management Advisory Committee. A volunteer for the environment for the past 20 

years, Buell also served as a member of the Iowa Environmental Protection Commission from 2003 to 

2007 as an appointee of then-Governor Tom Vilsack. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Iowa Policy Project Report: Making Residential Energy Efficiency Accessible to Low-Income 

Iowans 

This Iowa Policy Project report details the great need to increase energy efficiency among low-income 

Iowans: One fifth of low-income Iowans account for one-third of residential greenhouse gas emissions, 

because they often live in older homes with older appliances. These factors contribute to unaffordable 

energy bills for low-income Iowans: On average, low-income Iowans spend 13% of their income on home 

energy costs, compared to non low-income Iowans who spend an average of 3%.  

See the exec summary, 2 pages: http://www.iowapolicyproject.org/2010docs/100506-EEResAccess-

xs.pdf or full report, 12 pages: http://www.iowapolicyproject.org/2010docs/100506-EEResAccessW.pdf. 

Submitted by Teresa Galluzzo 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Iowa Policy Project Report: Green Recovery: How Weatherization Works for Iowans 

This report is a calculation of the benefits to the Iowa economy that have come from the influx of 

American Reinvestment and Recovery Act dollars for the Weatherization Assistance Program. You can 

find out the number of jobs that have been created and the boost to the Iowa economy here: 

www.iowapolicyproject.org/2010docs/100520-ARRA-weatherization.pdf. 

Submitted by Teresa Galluzzo 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Call for Presentations 
Iowa Recycling Association (IRA) and Iowa Society of Solid Waste Operations (ISOSWO) invite you to 

submit an abstract to present at the 2010 Iowa Recycling and Solid Waste Management Conference, 

http://www.epa-echo.gov/echo/ancr/us/
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/state/srf/index.html
http://www.epa-echo.gov/echo
http://www.iowapolicyproject.org/2010docs/100506-EEResAccess-xs.pdf
http://www.iowapolicyproject.org/2010docs/100506-EEResAccess-xs.pdf
http://www.iowapolicyproject.org/2010docs/100506-EEResAccessW.pdf
http://www.iowapolicyproject.org/2010docs/100520-ARRA-weatherization.pdf


October 4-6 in Bettendorf. The Iowa Recycling and Solid Waste Management Conference and Trade 

Show is a premier event providing exceptional educational programs, networking, and trade show 

opportunities to recycling and solid waste management professionals from across the Midwest. The 

conference curriculum addresses a broad array of issues and provides a balanced program that meets the 

various skill and interest levels of the conference audience. For more information and to submit an 

abstract visit www.iraisoswoconference.org. 

Submitted by Teresa Kurtz 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Iowans Riding in Slovenia to Share Sustainable, Clean Energy Ideas 

The Green Bike Tour will be back on the road June 5-11 to promote renewable energy, this time in 

Slovenia. A team of four Iowans will join a local environmental expert to ride bicycles to renewable 

energy sites and to meet with public officials and scholars, starting June 5 near the Italian border and 

proceeding through a branch of the Alps and back over a week. The solar-panel-equipped bicycles will 

power laptops that the cyclists will use to relay information about the tour. Learn more and follow the 

riders' experiences at http://greenbiketour.blogspot.com/ and http://www.greenbike.org. The team 

includes David Osterberg and Joe Bolkcom from the University of Iowa, John Moreland of Sen. Tom 

Harkin's staff, and Edward Woolsey, a renewable energy entrepreneur from Prole, Iowa. Also riding will 

be Professor Mladen Franko of the University of Nova Gorica in Slovenia. 

Submitted by Mike Owen 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

Reserve these dates 
 

Becoming an Iowa Outdoors woman 

September 17-19 

BOW is an opportunity for anyone 18 years or older to learn outdoor skills usually associated with 

hunting and fishing, but useful for many outdoor pursuits. Mark your calendars...  

Questions? Contact Julie Sparks at (515) 281-6159; Julie.Sparks@dnr.iowa.gov.  

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Iowa Environmental Council Annual Conference 

October 15, Des Moines area 

Keynote: Bill McKibben 

Questions? Contact Lynn Laws: (515)244-1194, ext 210; lynnlaws@iaenvironment.org 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Midwest Rural Agricultural Safety & Health 

November 17-18, Iowa City 

This conference will provide cutting edge research, education and outreach information on rural and 

agricultural safety and health. It’s an opportunity for researchers, practitioners, rural health providers, and 

agricultural producers to communicate on rural and agricultural needs, services, research and methods for 

putting research into practice. Abstracts will be accepted until July 7, 2010.  Please visit www.public-

health.uiowa.edu/icash for more information. 

Submitted by Abby Harper 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

ICEC 2011 Winter Sosltice 

January 21-23, 2011 

http://www.iraisoswoconference.org/
http://greenbiketour.blogspot.com/
http://www.greenbike.org/
mailto:Julie.Sparks@dnr.iowa.gov?BOW%20Question
http://www.public-health.uiowa.edu/icash
http://www.public-health.uiowa.edu/icash


Sketching Iowa's Heritage: How to Draw Children Back into Nature. Honey Creek State Park Resort 

(Moravia, Iowa). For more information on both of these events please see the website iowaee.org or 

contact Heather Niec at Adminicec@hotmail.com. 

Submitted by Heather Niec 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

This monthly electronic newsletter is a service of the  

Iowa Environmental Council 

521 East Locust Street, Suite 220, Des Moines IA 50309 

Ph 515-244-1194; Fax 515-244-7856 

http://www.iaenvironment.org   

If you have comments or would like to unsubscribe, please contact Lynn Laws, 515-244-1194, ext. 210 or 

lynnlaws@iaenvironment.org .   

 

If you find the monthly e-news helpful, please consider making a 

donation to support it. You gift will make possible the future 

production and improvements of e-news. To make your gift online, 

visit Network for Good.  THANK YOU! 
 

- END - 
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