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From the Council… 
 

Toward a Greener Earth, Toward a Greener Iowa 

October 15, Des Moines 

The Council’s 2010 annual conference features Bill McKibben, American environmentalist, founder of 

350.org and a prolific writer and dynamic speaker on global warming, alternative energy and localized 

economies. His talk, EAARTH: Making a Life on a Tough New Planet, will be based on his recent book of 

the same title, where he emphasizes the need for communities to act now to adjust to an earth 

permanently altered by climate change. 

Save with Early Bird registration. 

Revisioning the Corn Belt is the topic of a talk by Joan Iverson Nassauer at the conference. Nassauer is a 

professor of landscape architecture for the School of Natural Resources and Environment at the 

University of Michigan. Her talk will be based on her research where she asked Iowa farmers to imagine 

a different future for the Corn Belt—one with a healthy U.S. agricultural economy, a healthy food supply, 

healthy rural communities, healthy agricultural ecosystems and healthy streams.  

Save with Early Bird registration. 

Also Featuring  

 James A. Merchant, Ph.D., University of Iowa College of Public Health – on Iowa air quality issues 

and their health impacts 

 Five Iowa Commodity Crop Farmers – on real life challenges and barriers to improving land and 

water stewardship on agricultural landscapes  

 Policy experts – on supporting a vision for agriculture of robust rural livelihoods AND clean water, 

soil conservation   

 Opportunities to network with speakers and other attendees, visit displays from non-profit 

organizations and companies, and celebrate the Council’s first 15 years. 

 

http://www.350.org/
http://www.iaenvironment.org/conference/10/2010_Conference.htm
http://www.iaenvironment.org/conference/10/2010_Conference.htm


Watch http://www.iaenvironment.org/conference/10/2010_Conference.htm for the latest information. 

Save with Early Bird registration. Questions?  Call Lynn at 515-244-1194, ext 210. 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Bill McKibben on the Gulf Oil Catastrophe 

If There was Ever a Moment to Seize 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Events, Training and Activities 
 

Practical Farmers of Iowa Field Days 

Summer 2010, various locations 

Summer means field days and there will be plenty of opportunities to visit a farm in the months to come. 

Check out the field day schedule for Practical Farmers of Iowa, a program supported by the Leopold 

Center since 1999:  

http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/news/events/2010%20Field%20Guide.pdf  

Or go to http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/news/events.htm for a quick summary of field day topics and 

links to more information.  

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Flood Seminar Series Travels the State 

July Dates, statewide 

Iowans will have several opportunities in the coming weeks to learn how to better prepare for future 

floods. The Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future seminar will be repeated in Mason City 

(7/14) and Ames (7/19).  Each runs from 4-6 pm. For more information contact Joe Bolkcom at the 

University of Iowa Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research at joe-bolkcom@uiowa.edu 

or 319-353-2681 or visit http://www.cgrer.uiowa.edu/ 

Submitted by Joe Bolkcom 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Backyard Abundance Hosts Permaculture-Based “Create Abundant Landscapes” Classes 

July thru October, Iowa City area 

Create Abundant Landscapes is a series of weekend classes that help people create beautiful landscapes 

that save time, energy, and money while directly improving the health of our environment. A wide variety 

of hands-on activities create a fun and engaging learning experience. Permaculture design certification is 

offered for people completing all courses in the series. For more information and to register for classes, 

visit the Backyard Abundance website:  www.BackyardAbundance.org. 

Submitted by Fred Meyer 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Air Quality Agreement Signing  

July 6, Omaha 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Air Quality Bureau and the Nebraska Department of 

Environmental Quality will hold an event Tuesday, July 6 at 10 a.m. at the Omaha City Council Chamber 

at 1819 Farnam Street to sign a memorandum of understanding between the two agencies and the 

Environmental Protection Agency to produce a Clean Air Performance Agreement addressing ozone in 

the Omaha-Council Bluffs metropolitan area. A community-based planning process and the assistance of 

several environmental organizations and the Metropolitan Area Planning Agency will help reduce ozone 

in affected areas.  

Submitted by Mindy Kralicek 

http://www.iaenvironment.org/conference/10/2010_Conference.htm
http://www.iaenvironment.org/conference/10/2010_Conference.htm
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http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/news/events/2010%20Field%20Guide.pdf
http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/news/events.htm
mailto:joe-bolkcom@uiowa.edu
http://www.cgrer.uiowa.edu/
http://www.backyardabundance.org/


* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Fairview Wildlife Area Addition Dedication 

July 7, 5:30-6:30 p.m., Sioux County 

The public is invited to help dedicate the new addition to the Fairview Wildlife Area in Sioux County. 

The new area will expand the existing site by 400 percent and includes several benefits for wildlife, as 

well as recreational opportunities for local residents. The dedication will feature a short program and a 

walking tour to preview the area.  

Submitted by Tim Greene 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Small Wind Site Assessor Training 

July 8 and 10, Cedar Rapids 

This workshop will help participants learn how to evaluate a site’s wind energy potential, determine wind 

speeds at proposed heights, make a load profile for a client’s energy needs, determine appropriate tower 

heights, and estimate kWh output for a system based upon wind resources. The training will lead 

participants through the background information required to perform wind site assessments for the Focus 

on Energy program and other state incentive programs, for the home or business owner to assess their 

site, and for taking the Wind Site Assessor Certification Test. Recommended for professionals looking to 

begin in the wind business, beginner wind dealers, educators, and homeowners. Prerequisite: Intro to 

Wind Energy Systems. See http://irenew.org/workshops/2010/W_201_01.html.  

Submitted by Karen Perry 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Iowa Recycling Association Annual Luncheon & Program 

July 15, Ames 

Join us July 15, 12noon-4:00pm, at Reiman Gardens in Ames for the Iowa Recycling Association 

Luncheon and Program, an annual event providing education, networking, and industry updates to 

support effective resource management in Iowa. This year’s program is titled ―Closing the Loop: Getting 

Back to the Basics‖ and features a panel of presenters on collection, processing, program implementation 

and management, manufacturing, marketing, and product stewardship. Please join us!  All are welcome! 

For more information:  www.iowarecycles.org, 515-265-1596. 

Submitted by Teresa Kurtz 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Prairie Fundraiser for Whiterock Conservancy 

July 15, Coon Rapids 

From 7-9pm, enjoy live blues music at Riverside Park in Coon Rapids, on Thursday, July 15. Live Music 

by Matt Woods and the Thunderbolts. Matt Woods is well versed in traditional delta, hill country and 

urban electric blues. So if you want to hear some down-home, hearth stomping rhythm, look no further. 

Free will donations will help support Whiterock Conservancy’s conservation efforts in the Middle 

Raccoon River Valley. For more information, visit www.whiterockconservancy.org 

Submitted by Emily Babin 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Museum & Aquarium to Host Ding Darling Day 

July 17, Dubuque 

The Dubuque County Historical Society's seventh annual Ding Darling Day is Saturday, July 17, from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m.. The event takes place in the outdoor Pfohl Boatyard Plaza at the National Mississippi 

River Museum & Aquarium. The event is free and open to the public; however, regular admission prices 

apply if visitors want to tour the Museum & Aquarium. This year's Ding Darling Day will include sun 

http://www.inhf.org/projects/sioux/sioux_fairview_2010june_release.htm
http://irenew.org/workshops/2010/W_201_01.html
http://www.iowarecycles.org/
http://www.whiterockconservancy.org/
http://www.mississippirivermuseum.com/index.cfm
http://www.mississippirivermuseum.com/index.cfm
http://www.mississippirivermuseum.com/index.cfm


printing, conservation agency presentations, wildlife and fish stations and animal programs. Touch tanks 

allow visitors to get an up-close and personal experience with turtles, frogs and mussels. Food and 

beverages will also be available to purchase in the boatyard during the event. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Monolithic Dome Construction Lunch and Learn 

July 17, Norwalk area 

The Center on Sustainable Communities is holding a Monolithic Dome Construction Lunch and Learn on 

Saturday, July 17th, 10 to 11:30 a.m. near Norwalk. See 

http://icosc.com/programs_workshops.asp#MDC071710 to learn more about this course and others. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Dedication of the Bank Swallow Bend Wildlife Area 

July 17, 11 a.m., Warren County 

The Warren County Conservation Board will hold a dedication for their newest and largest public area, 

the 542-acre Bank Swallow Bend Wildlife Area. The dedication ceremony starts at 11a.m. A short 

program will be followed by a barbeque lunch and guided wagon tours through the area. The event 

location will be two miles east of Indianola on Highway 92, one mile south on County Road S23, and 

one-half mile farther south on 168th Avenue. Bank Swallow Bend, a 542-acre wetland and upland 

complex, provides habitat for diverse wildlife. It will also offer a variety of public uses, including 

hunting, fishing, nature study, wildlife viewing and hiking. Working with the Iowa Natural Heritage 

Foundation, the WCCB procured the property in April, 2010. Public funding for this project came from 

the Iowa Department of Natural Resources' Habitat Stamp program, the North American Wetlands 

Conservation Act and Warren County's REAP funds. Pheasants Forever and Ducks Unlimited provided 

additional private funds for this project. For more information, visit http://www.warrenccb.org/.  

Submitted by Tim Greene and Ace Hendricks 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

EPA News Conference 

July 21, Waterloo 

The Environmental Protection Agency will hold a news conference July 21 at 2 p.m. at Iowa Northern 

Railway, 1330 Sheffield Avenue in Waterloo to highlight railroad equipment that helps reduce diesel 

emissions. Iowa Northern Railway was awarded a $303,800 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

grant from the Iowa DNR to eliminate diesel emissions of two locomotives by wiring two rail slugs and 

three mother service engines to power the hauling of grain from Waterloo to Cedar Rapids. Diesel 

emissions reductions are estimated at 220.4 tons per year. 

Submitted by Mindy Kralicek 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Missouri River Authorized Purposes Study (MRAPS) July Meetings  

July 27-29, various locations 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) will continue scoping meetings in July for the Missouri River 

Authorized Purposes Study (MRAPS). The meetings are designed to allow people to talk with the COE 

about how they would like this historic study to proceed. MRAPS is the first-ever review of the 1944 

Flood Control Act’s eight original authorized purposes. Congress directed the COE to study the Missouri 

River projects and review these purposes. The original purposes are: flood control, hydropower, water 

supply, irrigation, navigation, recreation, water quality, and fish and wildlife. The COE will report back to 

Congress at the end of this multi-year study for possible changes to the Flood Control Act and the uses of 

the Missouri River. These public meetings run from 5-8 p.m., the final hour is reserved for public 

comments. Those attending should be prepared to discuss why the river is important to them, and 

opportunities MRAPS should address. Upcoming MRAPS meetings include: 

http://icosc.com/programs_workshops.asp#MDC071710
http://www.inhf.org/projects/warren/warren_bankswallowbend_2010jun.htm
http://www.warrenccb.org/


July 27 Rock Island, IL - Holiday Inn Conference Center, 226 17th Street 

July 28 Des Moines - Holiday Inn Airport, 6111 Fleur Drive 

July 29 Sioux City - Stoney Creek Inn, 300 3rd Street 

More information about the Missouri River Authorized Purposes Study can be found at www.mraps.org.  

Submitted by Paul Lepisto 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Mississippi River Canoe Trip 

July 31-August 7 

Paddlers are invited to enjoy the majestic Mississippi River on the Great River Rumble from Dubuque to 

Muscatine July 31 to August 7. The Great River Rumble is an annual week-long canoe/kayak trip. Each 

year it travels a different section of river, usually on the mighty Mississippi. Additional information may 

be found at riverrumble.org or by emailing info@riverrumble.org. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Cattle Grazing and Goat Browsing to Increase Biodiversity  

August 1, Maxwell 

Join us for a field day, August 1, 1:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m., Maxwell. This field day is a look at a Leopold 

Center for Sustainable Agriculture research project in its third year that is trying to increase biodiversity 

through cattle grazing and goat browsing. Cow-calf pairs are helping restore prairie damaged in the 2008 

flood. A potluck will be held at 6 p.m. featuring Carney's prairie-fed beef. Contact: Linda D. Appelgate, 

(515) 963-8654 Ext. 4. For driving directions or more information, check out the flyer. Learn about more 

of the Leopold Center events:   

http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/news/events.htm 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

North American Prairie Conference 

August 1-5, Cedar Falls 

The 22nd North American Prairie Conference is coming to UNI this summer, August 1 - 5. Prairie 

keynotes, prairie management, prairie research, prairie field trips and prairie exhibits. Details at 

napc2010.org 

Submitted by Kirk Henderson 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Learn How to Write an AmeriCorps Program Grant 

August 3, Oskaloosa 

With the 2009 passage of the Serve America Act, the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service anticipates 

increased federal funding for AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa in the coming years. To prepare for this 

growth, the commission wants to make sure that interested schools, nonprofits, Indian tribes, community 

groups, government agencies, and other eligible applicants know how to write a quality application to 

host an AmeriCorps program. The final workshop will be held on August 3rd at William Penn University 

in Oskaloosa, from 9am to 4pm with a one-hour lunch break. The workshop is free, and pre-registration is 

required, online at http://www.iowalifechanging.com/promotions/2010AmericorpsTrain3/ 

Submitted by Pamela Helfer 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Native Pollinators 101 

August 10, Ames 

Learn more about how to help build populations of native pollinators on August 10, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., at 

the Iowa Pollinator Conservation Short Course. The event is free to the first 30 registrants. Similar 

workshops are being offered throughout the United States by the Xerces Society thanks to a grant from 

http://mail.iwla.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.mraps.org/
http://riverrumble.org/
mailto:info@riverrumble.org
http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/news/events/Scan_Chichaqua%20Field%20Day%202010.pdf
http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/news/events.htm
http://napc2010.org/
http://www.iowalifechanging.com/promotions/2010AmericorpsTrain3/


the USDA’s natural Resources  Conservation Service and Sustainable Agriculture Research and 

Education (SARE) program. Details about the Iowa workshop at: 

http://www.xerces.org/enewsletter/iashortcourse.html 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Lighting Design and Control Seminar 

August 12, Iowa City 
You are invited to attend the August American Institute of Architects’ Iowa Professional Development 

Seminar entitled Lighting Design & Control at the University of Iowa Athletics Hall of Fame in Iowa 

City, Thursday, August 12. Attend this seminar and acquire the knowledge to overcome lighting 

challenges in your next project, while improving the comfort, functionality and energy efficiency for 

those who use the spaces you design. Attendees will earn 3 AIA LU Hours AIA/CES approved and 1 

GBCI CE Hour. This presentation will be held in conjunction with the CR.IC.AC | AIA Iowa Annual 

Golf Outing at Finkbine Golf Course in Iowa City. This event is sponsored by Integrated Sales Inc. and 

Lutron. Printable Registration Form | Online Registration Form Questions? Please contact the AIA Iowa 

office at 515.244.7502. 

Submitted by Jessica A. Reinert 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Register Now for Lower Wapsipinicon River Cleanup 

August 13-15, Starts in Anamosa 

Sign up now for the canoe-based Lower Wapsipinicon River Cleanup August 13-15. We are celebrating 

our 5th year making a difference! Cleanup will cover Anamosa access to Jungletown access. Free 

primitive camping for all participants and free use of canoes and gear while they last - so sign up soon! 

Any questions please check our website at http://www.lowerwapsicleanup.org or contact coordinator 

Melisa Jacobsen at 309-737-9016 coordinator@lowerwapsicleanup.org  or Jackie Gautsch at 

j.gautsch@hotmail.com 

Submitted by Melisa Jacobsen 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

River Run Garbage Grab 

August 14, Central Iowa 

This 9
th
 annual clean-up of the Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers begins at all sites at 9a.m. on August 14. 

This event allows volunteers the opportunity to remove trash from the river or along its adjacent trails. 

Paddlers, rowers, power boaters, walkers, hikers, bicyclers, mountain bikers, birders, etc are all welcome!  

Want to participate on the river but don't have a canoe? Sign up for any of our land-based clean ups! In an 

effort to reduce unnecessary waste we are not providing bottled water this year so volunteers will need to 

bring their own water bottles to their event. Join our riverfront celebration at 6 p.m. This year we are 

going all out with a big celebration at the Izaak Walton League Lodge where live entertainment and food 

will be provided FREE for volunteers. Music provided by Community Jazz Center Big Band. Door prizes 

will be given away. To learn more and to register, go to  http://www.riverstewards.org and click on 

―register now.‖ There you’ll find a map.  The blue balloons on the map are where on-the-water clean-up 

crews will start and the green balloons are where land clean-up crews will begin.    

Submitted by Brad Gerndt 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Hybrid Technology Training 

Begins August 31, Marshalltown 

Hybrid Technology training for anyone that works on cars today or in the future starts August 31 at 

Consumer’s Energy in Marshalltown. Also available are Hybrid Towing & Dismantling Safety & Hybrid 

http://www.xerces.org/enewsletter/iashortcourse.html
http://www.aiaiowa.org/associations/7401/files/LightingDesignControl081210Interactive.pdf
http://www.aiaiowa.org/cde.cfm?event=315281
http://www.lowerwapsicleanup.org/
mailto:coordinator@lowerwapsicleanup.org
mailto:j.gautsch@hotmail.com
http://www.riverstewards.org/


Emergency Personnel Training.  See www.fixhybrid.com or www.IowaValley.com or call 800-284-4823 

for more information.  

Submitted by Jean Brownlie 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Teachers Online Course: Exploring Iowa's Natural Resources  

September 20 - December 12, 2010  

The goal of this twelve-week on-line class is to help you incorporate local natural resources into your 

curriculum. You will work in small groups and individually to create a network of contacts and resources 

to teach about natural resources. You will create a unit for an environmental topic (of your choice) that 

meets your specific classroom or teaching needs. You are required to spend 5-6 hours per week on-line 

completing assignments and participating in group discussions. You should be comfortable navigating 

web pages, have access to internet and a computer on a daily basis, and possess basic computer skills.  

Registration deadline is September 10, 2010. Registration fee: materials and 2 license renewal credit for 

$50 or 2 graduate credits from Drake University for $250. For more information, contact Shannon Hafner, 

Aquatic Education Program, Iowa DNR, 641/ 747-2051, Shannon.Hafner@dnr.iowa.gov 

Submitted by Shannon Hafner 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Opportunities and Announcements 
 

Job Opening: Executive Director, Iowa Interfaith Power and Light 

Iowa Interfaith Power and Light (Iowa IPL) is seeking a Full-Time Executive Director to lead its state-

wide effort to mobilize the religious community to become leaders in addressing climate change through 

education, assistance with carbon footprints reductions, and advocacy for sustainable policies at all levels 

of government. The Executive Director is responsible for developing and implementing a strategic vision 

in conjunction with Iowa IPL's Board of Directors, seeking sustainable sources of funding for the 

organization, inspiring the involvement of volunteers, forming and maintaining strong contacts in 

religious and environmental communities, and creating and disseminating official materials and 

newsletters on behalf of the organization to its network of supporters as well as local, state, and national 

media. For more information, including information on application, go to www.iowaipl.org/jobs. 

Submitted by Tim Fink 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Job Opening: Membership and Outreach Director, Iowa Farmers Union 

The Iowa Farmers Union, a progressive family farm organization, seeks a Membership and Outreach 

Director. This will begin as a part time position with an opportunity to move to full time. Duties include 

growing membership through outreach activities, holding educational events around the state, conducting 

meetings related to sustainable food and agricultural policy, and basic office tasks. The ideal candidate 

will have excellent verbal and written communication skills, budgeting and grant management 

experience, and knowledge of sustainable agriculture. Applicant must be able to be in the Ames office 

three days a week. Some in-state travel required. Send resume and salary requirements to Iowa Farmers 

Union, P.O. Box 8988, Ames, IA  50014 or e-mail to outreach@iowafarmersunion.org. Application 

deadline is July 19, 2010. 

Submitted by Amber Anderson 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Job Opening: Program Coordinator, South Central Iowa Solid Waste Agency  

Regional solid waste agency seeks an energetic, outgoing self-starter with strong environmental/science 

background and good communications skills. Provide technical assistance for environmental monitoring 

http://www.fixhybrid.com/
http://www.iowavalley.com/
Shannon.Hafner@dnr.iowa.gov
http://www.iowaipl.org/jobs
mailto:outreach@iowafarmersunion.org


and compliance for the Agency, its customers and the public; participate in outreach and education 

programs; and market Agency services. Bachelor’s degree and at least two years experience required; 

emphasis in solid waste management, environmental technology, or science preferred. Competitive salary 

and benefits. For a copy of the position description, visit www.sciswa.org. Send cover letter and resume 

no later than 4 p.m., July 23rd to:  Employment Application, South Central Iowa Solid Waste, 1736 

Hwy T-17, Tracy, Iowa 50256.  

Submitted by Sara Bixby 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Watershed Planning Grants Available 

The DNR is opening the third round of Watershed Planning Grants, which help local Iowa groups find 

solutions for improving Iowa’s state’s lakes, streams and rivers. Groups can get started by calling for a 

consultation to discuss their ideas and have their questions about the grant application process and 

watershed improvement answered. Applications are due Sept. 1. Planning grants offer $10,000 to $50,000 

to develop Watershed Management Plans that address problems and create solutions for waters on the 

state’s impaired waters list. Local or regional groups, organizations or agencies (public or private) are 

eligible to apply. More information is available on the DNR website at: 

www.iowadnr.gov/water/watershed/planning.html.  

Submitted by Jessie Brown 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Public Comments Needed on a Draft Plan for Hickory Ridge 

The U.S Army Corp of Engineers wants your comments about a draft plan for an expansion to Hickory 

Ridge. The plan will reclassify Corps land adjacent to the original 47 acres at Hickory Ridge for low-

impact/primitive recreation. Comments accepted through July 21. 

Submitted by Tim Greene 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Iowa Local Food and Farm Plan 

More than 165 people representing nearly 50 different organizations attended a June 24 work session in 

Ames to develop an Iowa Local Food and Farm Plan. The Iowa legislature passed an amendment 

requesting that the Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture develop and submit this plan by January 

2011, which will include recommendations to create a more robust local and regional food and farm 

economy in the state. The Leopold Center will host listening sessions throughout Iowa and conduct a 

survey to gather input for the plan. Rich Pirog, is leading efforts to collect information for this report, 

which will be completed in late fall. Please contact Rich, mailto:rspirog@iastate.edu, if you have ideas. 

Keep up with progress on the plan by visiting: 

http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/foodandfarmplan.html 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

New Video: Troubled Waters 

The Iowa Learning Farm received an award of excellence from the Iowa Motion Picture Association for 

the new video ―Troubled Waters.‖ The film highlights several Iowans who share their personal 

relationships with their local river or stream. To request a free copy of this DVD, email: 

mailto:ilf@iastate.edu 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Des Moines Water Works Reusable Bags 

Promote the value of tap water and join Des Moines Water Works’ initiative to…LIVE HEALTHY.  BE 

GREEN.  DRINK TAP. Reusable DMWW bags made 100% from recycled plastic bottles are now 

http://www.sciswa.org/
http://www.iowadnr.gov/water/watershed/planning.html
http://www.inhf.org/projects/marion/marion_hickoryridge_2010mar_plan.htm
mailto:rspirog@iastate.edu
http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/foodandfarmplan.html
mailto:ilf@iastate.edu


available at the General Office front desk for $3.00.  2201 George Flagg Parkway, Des Moines, hours: 

7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday – Friday. 

Submitted by Linda Kinman 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Water Quality Monitor Installed in Panora 

Recent work by several agencies, organizations and individuals has resulted in a successful project that 

will measure and help scientists understand water quality in the Middle Raccoon River in Panora.  

Purchase and installation of a continuous nitrate monitor situated near Lenon Mills Dam will provide 

detailed knowledge of nitrate concentrations in the Middle Raccoon River. Both Panora and Des Moines 

Water Works (DMWW) use the Raccoon River as their source water treated for drinking. The monitor is 

important to the City of Panora and DMWW because nitrate can be harmful to infants that drink the 

water. Nitrate concentrations also are thought to effect aquatic life and play an important role in the 

formation of the Hypoxic Zone in the Gulf of Mexico, where nutrients from the Midwest affect the 

commercial fishery important to that region. The automated monitor will help Panora and DMWW 

manage their water treatment systems and will assist scientists studying water quality in the Raccoon and 

Mississippi River systems. The City of Panora, DMWW, Agriculture’s Clean Water Alliance (ACWA), 

Raccoon River Watershed Association (RRWA), Izaak Walton League, and several generous individuals 

all contributed funds toward the purchase of the monitor. Lake Panorama Association (LPA) provided 

funding for the operation of the river flow gauge at the site and Panora Communications Cooperative 

provided the funds necessary to extend electrical service to the flow gauge for the water quality monitor. 

Experts from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) installed the device and linked its signal to their 

satellite-based data system.  

The Panora monitor is the fourth to be located in the Raccoon River watershed. The others are located at 

Sac City, Jefferson, and Van Meter. Researchers at the University of Iowa are using these same devices to 

monitor water quality in the Mississippi River. Data generated by the device can be accessed at: 

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/ia/nwis/uv?cb_00060=on&cb_00065=on&cb_00630=on&format=gif_default&

period=7&site_no=05483600 

Submitted by Linda Kinman 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Guide for New Bicyclists 

New bicyclists in Iowa can get a FREE bike guide from the Iowa Bicycle Coalition. This offer is good for 

a limited time to Iowa residents only. Visit http://www.iowabicyclecoalition.org/node/395 to order your 

copy. The Guide to Your Ride is a 20-page how-to guide on getting the most from your bicycle. Learn 

tips, techniques, and street smarts to make your ride safer and more rewarding. Get information on 

starting your bike ride; staying smart, safe and legal; and improving your skills to make your ride more 

comfortable and enjoyable.  Bicyclists can also find out about essential accessories, dressing right, and 

using bicycles for errands. The book also has bike shops listed from across Iowa and handy resources to 

improve anyone's bicycling experience. This guide is only available for a limited time, so act fast. Visit 

http://www.iowabicyclecoalition.org/node/395 to order your copy.   

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Reserve these dates 
 

Becoming an Iowa Outdoors woman 

September 17-19 

BOW is an opportunity for anyone 18 years or older to learn outdoor skills usually associated with 

hunting and fishing, but useful for many outdoor pursuits. Mark your calendars...  

Questions? Contact Julie Sparks at (515) 281-6159; Julie.Sparks@dnr.iowa.gov.  

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/ia/nwis/uv?cb_00060=on&cb_00065=on&cb_00630=on&format=gif_default&period=7&site_no=05483600
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/ia/nwis/uv?cb_00060=on&cb_00065=on&cb_00630=on&format=gif_default&period=7&site_no=05483600
http://www.iowabicyclecoalition.org/node/395
http://www.iowabicyclecoalition.org/node/395
mailto:Julie.Sparks@dnr.iowa.gov?BOW%20Question


* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Iowa Environmental Council Annual Conference 

October 15, Des Moines area 

Keynote: Bill McKibben 

Questions? Contact Lynn Laws: (515)244-1194, ext 210; lynnlaws@iaenvironment.org 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Midwest Rural Agricultural Safety & Health 

November 17-18, Iowa City 

This conference will provide cutting edge research, education and outreach information on rural and 

agricultural safety and health. It’s an opportunity for researchers, practitioners, rural health providers, and 

agricultural producers to communicate on rural and agricultural needs, services, research and methods for 

putting research into practice. Abstracts will be accepted until July 7, 2010.  Please visit www.public-

health.uiowa.edu/icash for more information. 

Submitted by Abby Harper 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

ICEC 2011 Winter Solstice 

January 21-23, 2011 

Sketching Iowa's Heritage: How to Draw Children Back into Nature. Honey Creek State Park Resort 

(Moravia, Iowa). For more information on both of these events please see the website iowaee.org or 

contact Heather Niec at Adminicec@hotmail.com. 

Submitted by Heather Niec 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

This monthly electronic newsletter is a service of the  

Iowa Environmental Council 

521 East Locust Street, Suite 220, Des Moines IA 50309 

Ph 515-244-1194; Fax 515-244-7856 

http://www.iaenvironment.org   

If you have comments or would like to unsubscribe, please contact Lynn Laws, 515-244-1194, ext. 210 or 

lynnlaws@iaenvironment.org .   

 

If you find the monthly e-news helpful, please consider making a 

donation to support it. You gift will make possible the future 

production and improvements of e-news. To make your gift online, 

visit Network for Good.  THANK YOU! 
 

- END - 
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mailto:Adminicec@hotmail.com
http://www.iaenvironment.org/
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https://www.networkforgood.org/donation/ExpressDonation.aspx?ORGID2=421436090

