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Heading

• It is unfair to burden our descendants with an ever-
growing national debt.

• Likewise, our refusal to fix our environmental 
problems just defers and compounds the 
conservation costs we pass on to our descendants

• So far, Congress seems intent on expanding this 
environmental debt in the name of fiscal deficit 
reduction.

What will our grandchildren say?



HeadingWill the U.S. Government continue to rent 2% of private lands 
for soil, water, and wildlife benefits?



HeadingWill federal tax incentives remain available for permanent protection of 
forests and other conservation lands?



HeadingWill the Grassland Reserve Program be eliminated?



HeadingWill the Wetlands Reserve Program be eliminated?



HeadingWill the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program continue to be funded?



HeadingHow many years will congress cut conservation incentives for
working lands?



HeadingWill Congress budget for conservation costs of frequent
natural disasters?



HeadingWill Congress support a balanced portfolio of conservation investments 
through USDA?



HeadingWorking lands investments

Recommendations
1. Maintain working lands programs with the approved baseline funding authorized 

under the current farm bill.

2. USDA budget cuts should come from commodity subsidies, not conservation 
programs.

3. The Conservation Stewardship Program is top priority because it engages farmers 
and ranchers in a continuous improvement process that considers all environmental 
needs.

4. Increased enforcement of existing environmental law is needed. Cost sharing to 
comply with environmental laws should only be available to economic hardship 
cases.



HeadingLand retirement investments

Recommendations
1. The Conservation Reserve Program is needed to transition the most environmentally 

sensitive crop acres to a sustainable land use.

2. The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program is important for targeting USDA funds 
with the states.

3. Continuous sign-up CRP practices are needed to help mitigation the poor land use
decisions otherwise rewarded by farm subsidies.

4. CRP should purchase permanent conservation easements in cropped floodways prone to 
scour and channel erosion during major floods. This practice would resemble Emergency 
Watershed Program easements, except permanent habitat would be established prior to 
major flooding, rather than after catastrophic damages have occurred.



HeadingLand preservation conservation investments

Recommendations
1. Baseline funding for the Wetland Reserve Program should be restored, and greater 

use of the Wetland Reserve Enhancement Program is needed to target federal 
funds.

2. Baseline funding for the Grassland Reserve Program should be restored, with all 
funds used for permanent protection of native or reconstructed grassland with 
diverse native species. 

3. The Farm and Ranchland Protection Program should be reauthorized and funded at 
the baseline level now in the farm bill.

4. All USDA conservation easement programs should be targeted, permanent, and 
cooperative endeavors. The priorities of the administration’s America’s Great 
Outdoor Initiative should provide easement reforms in the farm bill. 



HeadingMake targeting and permanency the priorities

Graph from Dr. Michael Duffy, ISU 
2010 IOWA LAND VALUE SURVEY



HeadingClosing Thoughts

“Of all the questions which can come before this 
nation, short of the actual preservation of its 
existence in a great war, there is none which 
compares in importance with the great central task 
of leaving this land even a better land for our 
descendants than it is for us, and training them 
into a better race to inhabit the land and pass it 
on. Conservation is a great moral issue, for it 
involves the patriotic duty of insuring the safety 
and continuance of the nation.”

Aug. 3, 1910 - Theodore Roosevelt



HeadingQuestions or Comments?


