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What will our grandchildren say?

e |tis unfair to burden our descendants with an ever-
growing national debt.

e Likewise, our refusal to fix our environmental
problems just defers and compounds the
conservation costs we pass on to our descendants

e So far, Congress seems intent on expanding this
environmental debt in the name of fiscal deficit
reduction.
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Will the U.S. Government continue to rent 2% of private lands

for soil, water, and wildlife benefits?

@

Figure 1-1. Distribution of land uses, conlerminous 48 States, 2007
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Surface Area, by Land Cover/Use, 2007
Millions of Acres and Percent of Total Surface Area

Total Surface Area = 1,938 Million Acres
Cropland includes cultivated and non-cultivated cropland.




Will federal tax incentives remain available for permanent protection of

forests and other conservation lands?

Figerra 110, Locatioh af noh Facsra! foresd Tend, confermiions 48 5 ates 2007

Ef tie Acres of Non-Federal Forest Land, 2007
5

s R i |- o e L S .
4 TS e
- F AR ne
LS

-,
o . el
) fﬁ?" R L

s
. Py D
¥0em . e ik e

R gl ) B

o R e R g s i =
* i -:!};I‘L;_";.,E—.:: 1-'.

4 ¥ gt
M s
| ~ LRl
b * ity it
-, T
- e H ' !I. K T -rr _:'\.l-ih.r."_‘.'.ﬁ;, ¥
. wooenetn ' F 2 'h' e
T\
[ L 5
A ¥ S .
= F RICTER T o TR o ll.q.u-l-ﬂ-.-'l ""1'_.!
E_ I e i 1 Wi asd | el G ek 8 % T P
B :
| =y A e P e e —
i il el e, o A
E— R e T
[ 1—' C—— e et
e A= iHe s 2 = . e o
3 L | 1 # -I---""i-i ' ﬁ‘b :".'EI':"-;- " |
| - ; Nepp e 1ETH EET S A —
! A = g -
— i [— A L e T -- -

SouRcE USDANACS 00T NRI

lowwa
Matural Heritage
. Foundation




Will the Grassland Reserve Program be eliminated?

Figurme 1-6. Location of non-Federsl grazing lands, contermunous 48 Siales, 2007

3 Acres of Non-Federal Grazing Land, 2007
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Will the Wetlands Reserve Program be eliminated?

Figure 3-18. Locannn of waland s, conmrmenass 48 Shates, 2007
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Will the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program continue to be funded?

Figitra =34, Newly daveloped Bl contermumous 40 Stedes THI2=2007
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How many years will congress cut conservation incentives for

working lands?

Figure 1-3. Location of croplamd, comarminous 48 States. 2007

— _ A, T
e = B =eml | BN WONE BN : _ i - —— D e e i
il e | i | &, o e — Py ——— § "".""
e b i s i CR T e ey e e =
- * e~ e s DD LmEm s e
y o= Bym e | m—
T
—

B O ]

e FrE Yt m—
Vim i o — e

1 x

s —

 — e w—— —
e e e e
F e r 'I-.I. N
: (o Sy e ——————
I . .\.1:'1—!-‘1-::“-—'-'— | P L S —
!..F — e —— IHI-
ey —tme | e d Y= -
i = [Fpe—— o -
e —— 1 L :

Solrce USDA-NRCS2007 NRI

lowwa

Matural Heritage
Foundation




Will Congress budget for conservation costs of frequent

natural disasters?

Figura 5-4. IPCC A1B Surfacs Alr Temperature and Pracipitation Projections

Surface Air Temperature 1990 - 2030 Precipitation 1990 - 2030
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Will Congress support a balanced portfolio of conservation investments

through USDA?

Figure 4-5. USDA conservahion investimenis in 2010 by program [ype

Emergency Rural Developmant
Responsa 5% %

Landscape Scale 3%

Resoarch 4%

Total Funding =
Source: ISDA Budget crosscut 56.9 billion
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Working lands investments

Table 4-4. Working lands investments'

Fiscal year | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010
Agency Consfant 2009 dollars, in millions

NRCS 262| 326]| 01| 923 1260 1400 | 143a4] 1389| 1655] 1495 1930
[ Total 262| 326 e01| 923| 1260 | 1409| 1434 | 1389 | 1,655| 1495| 1,930

. Data include both technical and findncial assislance,

Recommendations

1. Maintain working lands programs with the approved baseline funding authorized
under the current farm bill.

2. USDA budget cuts should come from commodity subsidies, not conservation
programs.

3. The Conservation Stewardship Program is top priority because it engages farmers
and ranchers in a continuous improvement process that considers all environmental
needs.

4, Increased enforcement of existing environmental law is needed. Cost sharing to
comply with environmental laws should only be available to economic hardship
cases.
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Land retirement investments

Table 4-5. Land retirement ImtEsr.mEntﬁ'

Fli-:nly'nar 2000 2009 2002 2003 2004 2005 2008 2007 2008 | 2008 20140
Agency Consfan! 00 dollars. - m milens
FSA 2004] 2254) 2384 2208] 2113 1904] 1984] 1881] 1940 1880 1810
NRES a7l 2l s 7| 77 &1 sl & s8f so
Total 2141 2286| 2398 2285 2186 2071 2028 1.961) 2,009 1,816 1,868
¥ el mhude both technical mnd Bnancul esssiance
Recommendations
1. The Conservation Reserve Program is needed to transition the most environmentally

sensitive crop acres to a sustainable land use.

2. The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program is important for targeting USDA funds
with the states.

3. Continuous sign-up CRP practices are needed to help mitigation the poor land use
decisions otherwise rewarded by farm subsidies.

4. CRP should purchase permanent conservation easements in cropped floodways prone to
scour and channel erosion during major floods. This practice would resemble Emergency
Watershed Program easements, except permanent habitat would be established prior to
major flooding, rather than after catastrophic damages have occurred.
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Land preservation conservation investments

Table 4-6. Land preservation conservation investrments’

Fiscal year 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 [ 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 [ 2009 | 2010
Agency Constant 2009 dollars, in millions
[FS 2] a3 a7 a6 76] ea] &3] e[ e ST 75
[ NRCS 287 | 300 | 455 535| 512 | 500 | 318 | 335| 285| 707 | 981 |
Total 329 | 392 | 541 | 620 | 588 | 564 | 381 | 396 | 346 | 764 | 1,056
! Crata include both technical and financial assistance.
Recommendations
1. Baseline funding for the Wetland Reserve Program should be restored, and greater

use of the Wetland Reserve Enhancement Program is needed to target federal
funds.

Baseline funding for the Grassland Reserve Program should be restored, with all
funds used for permanent protection of native or reconstructed grassland with
diverse native species.

The Farm and Ranchland Protection Program should be reauthorized and funded at
the baseline level now in the farm bill.

All USDA conservation easement programs should be targeted, permanent, and
cooperative endeavors. The priorities of the administration’s America’s Great
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Make targeting and permanency the priorities

AVERAGE VALUES
all grades 1950-2010

Graph from Dr. Michael Duffy, ISU
2010 IOWA LAND VALUE SURVEY
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Closing Thoughts

E
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“Of all the questions which can come before this
nation, short of the actual preservation of its
existence in a great war, there is none which
compares in importance with the great central task
of leaving this land even a better land for our
descendants than it is for us, and training them
Into a better race to inhabit the land and pass it
on. Conservation is a great moral issue, for it
involves the patriotic duty of insuring the safety
and continuance of the nation.”

Aug. 3, 1910 - Theodore Roosevelt




Questions or Comments?
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