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IOWA ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 

LEGISLATIVE NEWS BULLETIN 
*Member Organizations: PLEASE DISTRIBUTE TO YOUR LISTS 

 

The Iowa Environmental Council Legislative News Bulletin provides legislative information to requesting 

individuals during the legislative session.  

 

The Iowa Environmental Council regularly monitors dozens of bills, and few of them actually warrant us 

officially opposing or supporting. If you see the Iowa Environmental Council tentatively supporting or 

tentatively opposing a bill, it means we will likely officially support or oppose the bill the following week.  

 

If you have strong feelings concerning a position the Iowa Environmental Council is taking, and if you 

are a member organization of the Council, it is your right AND RESPONSIBILITY to phone or send an 

e-mail to me as soon as possible. We may sometimes make the wrong call, or be misinformed, concerning the 

ramifications of certain legislation. The Iowa Environmental Council is your voice, and I wish to make it as 

responsive as possible to your needs. Marian Riggs Gelb, Executive Director 

  

January 18, 2008 
Executive Director’s Note 
All bills introduced last year are still eligible this year. Since this is very early in the session, the bills covered 

here are carry-overs from last year. A summary of the Governor’s budget and legislative recommendations is 

also below. The Iowa Environmental Council Lobby Day is this Thursday, January 24. Eighteen of our member 

organizations plan to at the Capitol that day. We’ll be holding a press conference at 11:00 a.m., to announce our 

2008 legislative priorities.  

 

Abbreviations... H=House, S=Senate, HF=House File, SF=Senate File, HSB=House Study Bill, SSB=Senate 

Study Bill, EFF=Environment First Fund. 

 

 

The Iowa Environmental Council is supporting these bills 
 

SF 261, Septic Tank Inspection  

This bill provides for septic tank inspection at the time of sale.  If a system is found to be deficient, it must be 

brought into compliance with building codes prior to the completion of the transaction.  This bill was 

overwhelmingly approved by the Senate last session.  On Thursday, January 17
th

, the bill was voted out of a 

House Environmental Protection Committee subcommittee, and will go before the full Environmental 

Protection Committee. 

 

HF 900, Waste Tire Remediation Program 
During the last session, the legislature put an end to funding the waste tire remediation program through a small 

percentage of motor vehicle title fees.  HF 900 has been brought up for reconsideration by the House 

Appropriations Committee.  Reps. Jo Oldson, Dave Jacoby and Scott Raecker have been named to a 

subcommittee to review the bill.  Funding for the program is still unknown, although, at this time, funding 

through a per tire fee, a state appropriation or reinstating the motor vehicle title fee percentage are all being 

considered. 
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Governor Culver’s 2008 Environmental Initiatives: 
 

Included in the Governor’s budget recommendations are several shifts of non-General Fund revenues to the 

General Fund as well as numerous appropriations previously funded from non-General Fund sources.  These 

changes are outlined below.  

 

Dept. of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement    $1,500,000  

Watershed Protection Fund    $550,000 

Farm Management Demonstration    $850,000 

Agricultural Drainage Wells      $1,480,000 

Cost Share        $7,000,000 

Conservation Reserve Program     $1,500,000  

So. Iowa Conservation & Dev. Authority   $ 300,000 

Loess Hills Authority      $580,000 

Flood Prevention Study-EFF      $150,000 

Farm to School Program      $80,000 

State Apiarist Program      $40,000  

 

Dept. of Natural Resources 

REAP                        $20,000,000 

Lake Restoration Program     $8,600,000 

Odor Study       $1,000,000 

Volunteers and Keepers of Land     $100,000 

Park Operations & Maintenance     $2,470,000 

GIS Information for Watershed     $195,000 

Water Quality Monitoring-EFF     $2,955,000 

Water Quality Protection-EFF    $ 500,000 

Animal Feeding Operations-EFF    $360,000 

Air Quality Monitoring – ambient-EFF   $520,000 

Floodplain Management/Dam Safety-EFF   $150,000 

Water Quantity-EFF       $480,000 

Biofuels Permitting      $90,000 

Global Climate Change Council -EFF   $150,000 

 

Department of Economic Development 

Brownfields        $500,000 

  

Total Environment First Fund (EFF)   $24,500,000  

 

Conservation Reserve Enhance-EFF   $ 1,500,000  

Watershed Protection Fund-EFF   $ 2,550,000  

Farm Management Demo.-EFF   $ 850,000 

Agricultural Drainage Wells-EFF    $1,480,000  

Cost Share-EFF   $ 7,000,000 

Conservation Reserve Prog.-EFF    $1,500,000 

So. Iowa Conservation & Dev. Authority-EFF  $ 300,000 

Flood Prevention Study-EFF    $150,000  

Loess Hills-EFF    $ 580,000 
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Changes include: 

• A General Fund increase of $29.6 million for DNR capital projects for the following: 

� $20.0 million increase for the Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Fund. 

� $8.6 million increase for the Lake Restoration Program. 

� $1.0 million increase for a Livestock Odor Study. 

• An Environment First Fund increase totaling $585,000 for the following: 

� $195,000 for the Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Program. 

� $150,000 for a Flood Plain Management and Dam Safety Program. 

• An Environment First Fund decrease totaling $16.1 million for the following: 

� $15.5 million for REAP. 

� $235,000 for the Livestock Air Quality Monitoring Program. 

� $50,000 for development of a livestock database. 

� $300,000 for the Resource Conservation and Development Program. 

 Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund (RIIF) Project Transfers 

 The Governor recommends appropriations totaling $30.7 million for projects that were previously 

funded from the RIIF and are not considered to be infrastructure in nature. 

 REAP Appropriation  

 The Governor is recommending a $20.0 million appropriation for the Resource Enhancement and 

Protection (REAP) Program from the General Fund. This Program was previously funded from the 

Environment First Fund at $15.5 million. The Governor associates the General Fund REAP 

appropriation with the recommended increase and expansion of the bottle deposit, which is estimated 

to generate $21.5 million. 

 The Governor is recommending all electric utilities be required to obtain at least 25 percent of their 

energy from renewable energy sources, like wind and solar, by 2025. This is a policy being adopted by more 

and more states. Minnesota adopted this renewable energy standard in 2007. If this becomes a bill, the Iowa 

Environmental Council will likely support it. 

 

 The Governor is recommending the following changes to the beverage container law (The Iowa 

Environmental Council will likely support some version of a bill to expand the beverage container law.): 

 The beverage container deposit is increased from five cents to ten cents. 

 The State will retain one cent of the deposit to fund environmental programs. 

 Distributors, retailers, and redemption centers will retain one cent as a handling fee. 

 Customers that return containers receive a refund of eight cents. 

 The types of containers requiring a deposit are expanded to include tea, sport drinks, and water. 

 

Committees of Interest 
 

Sustainable Funding of Natural Resources 

The legislative interim committee on sustainable funding is scheduled to hold their last meeting on Monday, 

January 28
th

, at 9:00 am. This committee is charged with evaluating recommendations for sustainable funding 

alternatives. The advisory committee, which has been providing research and support to the legislative 

committee, will be presenting their findings at this committee. The advisory committee would like to have a 

constitutional amendment passed to ensure funding. This will be a difficult task to get accomplished given that 

the preliminary vehicle appears to be 3/8
th

 of one cent increased sales tax. Interested individuals are 

encouraged to attend as a show of support and interest in sustainable funding of our natural resources. 
 

 

 

The phone number to reach your Senator is 515/281-3371 & for your Representative is 515/281-3221.  To 

access bills, E-Mail address for legislators, & other info on the Internet go to http://www.legis.state.ia.us.  

http://www.legis.state.ia.us/
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Also check out our Action Alert Center at http://capwiz.com/iaenvironment/home/.  

 

Iowa Environmental Council, 521 East Locust Street, Suite 220, Des Moines IA 50309-1939; Ph 515-244-1194; 

Fax 515-244-7856, iecmail@iaenvironment.org; www.iaenvironment.org.  If you wish to be removed from this 

list, please contact Lynn at lynnlaws@iaenvironment.org.  

http://capwiz.com/iaenvironment/home/
mailto:iecmail@iaenvironment.org
http://www.iaenvironment.org/
mailto:lynnlaws@iaenvironment.org

