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From the Council

Rally for Conservation Funding

April 9, Des Moines

Please join lowans, from around the state, in Des Moines, on April 9, to advocate in support of SJR-2002,
a bill to establish a Constitutionally-protected trust fund for natural resources and outdoor recreation. The
rally is being organized and sponsored by the lowa Conservation Alliance. Rally participants must first
meet in the auditorium of the State Historical Bldg., at East 7" and East Locust, at 9:30 a.m., April

9, to receive information and to talk about how to discuss this bill with Legislators. After that, we’ll go up
the Hill to the Capitol so that folks can speak face to face with their Representatives. It would be great to
have folks from all 100 House districts. We are hoping to involve a minimum of 200 lowans----the more

the better.

For many years, lowa has failed to commit the funds necessary to protect and enhance lowa’s natural
resources and outdoor recreation opportunities. There are serious unmet needs before lowa will have
healthy water, land and wildlife. This bill, SIR 2002, is an important initial step helping us reverse this
trend. It begins the process of amending lowa’s constitution to guarantee that revenue generated by the
next 3/8 of one cent increase in lowa’s sales tax must be dedicated to protect and enhance water quality,
natural areas, including parks and trails, fish and wildlife habitat, and soil conservation.

SJR 2002 is the result of two years of research and study led by bi-partisan members of the lowa
legislature along with many of the state’s leading conservation, environmental, sportsmen, and agriculture
advocates.

For more information about this bill and the process of amending the lowa Constitution, go to
http://www.iaenvironment.org/conservationspending.php.
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Earth Day is April 226 Wear Blue; Contact Congress to Stop New Coal

Join millions of people around the world who will be wearing BLUE to signify their vote for NO COAL.
Earth Day events in lowa will be happening April 19th through April 26, so if you’re attending an Earth
Day event wear BLUE. Then, on April 22, wear blue AND make your voice heard, along with others
around the nation. Pick up the phone: Call Congress at 202.224.3121 and ask for an immediate
‘Moratorium on Coal’ - a halt to the construction of any new conventional coal-fired power plants.
Through this Call for Climate event, Earth Day organizers hope to generate over a million phone calls to
Congress!

Your BLUE vote will count. Fifty-nine new, conventional coal plants were canceled in 2007. That’s over
a third of the 151 planned. That happened before millions of people joined together to say No Coal.

BYOBlue for Earth Day 2008. Be the vote that tips the balance.
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And spread the word to your friends and colleagues...on April 22nd, wear BLUE all day - to work, lunch
and dinner - and make the call to Congress at 202.224.3121, asking for an immediate ‘Moratorium on
Coal.’
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Events, Training and Activities

Prairie Rescue Events

Various dates in April, various locations around the state

Are you looking for some ideas to get your organizations involved in rewarding and meaningful volunteer
opportunities? How about taking part in one of the statewide prairie rescue events happening this spring?
Prairie restoration events will take place at 15 sites throughout lowa in March, April, and May. All
lowans are encouraged to take part. Volunteers are needed to assist with event tasks including checking in
volunteers, planting prairie plants, clearing invasive species with handsaws and loppers, and handing out
refreshments. Help protect lowa's legacy and preserve our natural heritage by volunteering for an event
near you today! To find dates, times, locations and detailed driving directions, visit the Prairie Rescue
website at http://www.inhf.org/prairierescue2008.htm. For additional information or questions contact
Whitney Davis, (515) 281-6271, or Merry Rankin, (515) 281-0878. We look forward to having you and
your organization as a part of the Ninth Annual Prairie Rescue Event Team!

Submitted by Shelly Codner
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lowa Rivers Revival Conference

April 4-5, lowa Falls

lowa Rivers Revival is holding its 3rd Annual Conference: Rediscovering Our Rivers in lowa Falls April
4-6, 2008. River enthusiasts are joining together from across the state to network with others who care
about lowa's rivers - come represent YOUR river at the River Congress and Join in celebration for a
cleaner future for lowa's rivers. Our Keynote Kenny Salwey will present a viewing of the Emmy-winning
documentary based on his book called, Mississippi: Tales of the Last River Rat. Conference participants
can look forward to Salwey's tales of his love for the wilderness combined with his folksy wit as he
motivates his audiences towards involvement and participation in river conservation practices and
advocacy. Saturday's Annual Banquet will include presentation of the River Town of the Year Award,
highlights from the River Congress, an update of IRR activities and a live auction including a guided
paddling tour by Nate Hoogeveen, a guided pheasant hunt by Jerry Peckumn and a painted paddle oar
donated by Nancy Crowfoot among many other fun auction items. Sunday morning includes an option of
two river tours; a canoe trip or at Motor coach land tour.

For more information or to register, go to http://www.iowarivers.org or you can RSVP by email to
rlehman@iowarivers.org. Payments will be accepted at the door, but we would like to know how many
are coming so we can plan for meals.

Submitted by Susan Heathcote
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Prairie Burn

April 5, Dallas County

Spring is here and the smoke of prairie fires scents the winds. Join us at the Kuehn Conservation Area,
north of Earlham, Saturday, April 5, from 9 to 11 a.m. to learn of this springtime prairie celebration. We
will lead you out into the reconstructed prairie at Kuehn and discuss our prairie heritage and the role of
fire in prairie ecology and restoration. You will then gain a first hand perspective of the heat, smoke and
fury of a prairie fire as you observe a prescribed, controlled prairie burn. Get a little prairie smoke up your
nose and a little prairie wildness in your spirit as you experience what the plains Indians called the RED
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BUFFALO. Dry conditions and moderate winds are a must for this burn. Please call 515-202-2552 the
morning of the event to determine the status of the burn. For more information, contact: Chris Adkins,
Dallas County Conservation Board, 14581 K Avenue, Perry, lowa, (515) 465-3577,
dallascocons@iowatelecom.net.

Submitted by Lynn Laws
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Conference: Keep it Small Keep it All: Cultivating the Bioeconomy at the Local Scale

April 8, lowa City

The University of lowa Center for Health Effects of Environmental Contamination is hosting a
conference titled Keep it Small Keep it All: Cultivating the Bioeconomy at the Local Scale. The
conference, held at the Downtown Sheraton Hotel in lowa City, will address health and environmental
issues as the Midwest embraces the bioeconomy by highlighting the actions of individuals, organizations,
and communities that promote health and environment at a small and decentralized scale. Speakers will
address local energy options from small fuel production to electrical generation; discuss the economic,
health, and environmental impact of local food production and distribution systems, and present policies
that promote and hinder small scale efficiencies. The price of the conference is $30 which includes lunch,
continental breakfast and registration materials. Drop-in attendance for the conference is acceptable. For
more information visit www.cheec.uiowa.edu or contact David Riley, 319.335.4550, cheec@uiowa.edu.
Submitted by David Riley
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Spring Wildflower Hike

April 12, Dallas County

If you would like to share in the celebration of spring’s arrival as announced by our wildflowers, join us
at the Kuehn Conservation Area, Saturday, April 12, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m., as we wander along the
woodland trails and seek the blooms of our old friends— the spring wildflowers. This hike will help you
recognize and identify the resident wildflowers blooming at Kuehn so you can venture out into other areas
in search of these botanical wonders. In addition to identification, we will consider the adaptations of
these early bloomers to spring’s challenges and discuss the ethnobotanical stories of these plants. No
registration is required for this FREE program. For more information, contact: Chris Adkins, Dallas
County Conservation Board, 14581 K Avenue, Perry, lowa 50220, (515) 465-3577,
dallascocons@iowatelecom.net.

Submitted by Lynn Laws
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Keep lowa Beautiful First Impressions Symposium

April 18, Des Moines

Community leaders and others are encouraged to attend the fourth annual Keep lowa Beautiful (KIB)
First Impressions Symposium on April 18. The one-day symposium will be held on the Des Moines Area
Community College—Newton Campus. The symposium is a great opportunity for community leaders,
elected and public officials, those interested in beautification and growing tourism, chamber and
economic development leaders. Participants will leave the symposium with an action plan for improving
the image of their communities. The day long symposium will be filled with many new ideas and best
practices. Keynoting this year’s symposium is Jamie Pollard, Director of Athletics at lowa State
University. Registration before April 4th is $40 (includes lunch and breaks) and the symposium will be
limited to the first 125 registrations. You can register on line at www.keepiowabeautiful.com . E-mail
bjackson@keepiowabeautiful.com or call 515-323-6537 for more information.

Submitted by Beth Hicks
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Blues for Greens Earth Day Festival and Race

April 19, Des Moines

Blues for Greens 5K is less than a month away! April 1 is the deadline for 50% off the registration fee,
making it only $15. After April 1, registration will go up to $30. This is a Chip-timed race taking place in
downtown Des Moines, starting at the West end of the Walnut St. Bridge on April 19. Check-in begins at
7:30AM and the race starts promptly at 8:30AM. All race participants receive an organic cotton T-shirt
and post-race refreshments. Following the race, we will have live bands, great food, and the chance to
learn about "green" technologies that can help you reduce your carbon footprint. The Blues for Greens
festival is free and open to the public! The event starts at 9:30AM and goes until 4PM. For more
information, feel free to check out our website: http://www.bluesforgreens.com.

Submitted by Kristin Nowak
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Free Lecture by Wayne Bingham, Architect and Author

April 19, Des Moines

In honor of Earth Day, at the Des Moines Art Center, April 19, at 2 p.m., the Center on Sustainable
Communities, Earth Day in the Junction, and Blues for Greens are hosting a free lecture by Wayne J.
Bingham. Author of Small Strawbale: Natural Homes, Projects and Desifffagural Timber Frame
Homesand Strawbale Home Plan8ingham will examine choices for building shelters that effect
climate stability, air and water quality, ecosystems and biodiversity. For more information visit
http://www.icosc.com.

Submitted by Lynnae Hentzen
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Earth Day in the Junction

April 20, West Des Moines

Join us for the 3rd Annual Earth Day in the Junction Celebration on Sunday, April 20th from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. This celebration of Earth Day includes a diverse group of exhibitors, children’s activities,
demonstrations, 5K run/walk, live music and food. Highlights include a hybrid MPG contest, free bike
tune-ups and tree seedlings, and sustainable home groundbreaking. For more information or to register for
the 5K race/walk, go to http://www.earthdayinthejunction.org.

Submitted by Kami Rankin
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Earth Day Expo and Global Warming movie series

April 22nd, Des Moines - other dates and locations statewide

The lowa Global Warming Campaign and partner groups are presenting the 'Earth Day Expo 2008' on
Tuesday, April 22. The event will be held from 3:00-6:30 p.m., at Drake's Bulldog Theater in the Olmsted
Center, 29th and University Ave, Des Moines. Attendees will be able to learn more about the
environmental challenges and opportunities facing lowa and our planet; and enjoy refreshments and live
music prior to an exclusive screening of the film 'The Great Warming', starring Keanu Reeves and Alanis
Morrisette. IGW and partners Sierra Club and I-Renew are also holding screenings of the movie 'Global
Warming - the Signs and the Science' around the state. Dates include: 4/7Cedar Rapids, 4/17 Council
Bluffs, and 4/22 (Earth Day) lowa City. Please check http://www.iowaglobalwarming.org for a current
listing of dates and locations. For more information about these events or to participate with your
organization, please contact Andrew Snow, (515) 783-6776 or asnow@iowaglobalwarming.org.
Submitted by Andrew Snow
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IMAX Film: Grand Canyon Adventure
April 22 and throughout the year, Des Moines
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This film will be showing most of this year at the IMAX, in the Science Center of Des Moines, but Earth
Day, April 22, a percentage of the sales will be donated for wells in Africa. Take an exhilarating river-
rafting adventure down the Colorado River inside the immense beauty of the Grand Canyon. Follow two
father-daughter explorer teams who are committed to bringing awareness to global water issues: Robert F.
Kennedy Jr., a leading advocate for water conservation and river restoration, and his daughter Kick, along
with Wade Davis, an ethno-botanist and author who has traveled the world studying other cultures, and
his daughter Tara. As the expedition journeys down river, learn about the environmental challenges the
world faces today and how you can do your part to conserve and restore our watersheds. Local Sponsor:
lowa Association of Water Agencies.

Submitted by Linda Kinman
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Earth Day in Dickinson County

April 26, Dickinson County

Earth day will be celebrated on April 26, in Dickinson County. Activities will be at Gull Point State Park
Lodge and will include an Earth Day Environmental Learning Fair, beginning at 9:00 a.m., children’s
activities, informational displays, and presentations on urban conservation basics, lakes protection, and
birds of prey. At 5:30 p.m., DNR Director Richard Leopold will provide an address. Afterward,
entertainer Billy James, musician, will share a variety of environmental messages through the power of
lyric and song. This is a free, all-ages schedule of events celebrating Earth Day. Please join us for wine by
firelight, good company and potluck hors d’oeuvres. Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share as we
relax and remember the vital role each of us plays in protecting and nurturing our natural world! Friends
and family are welcome! Non-alcoholic beverages will be offered as well. For more information please
contact Dickinson County Conservation Board Naturalists Barbara Tagami at 712-330-1080 or Charles
Vigdal at 712-331-1493.

Submitted by Charles Vigdal
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Trees Forever Class

Various dates and locations

Trees Forever is offering Stewards of the Beautiful Land as an educational class, for participants to learn
how to beautify and enhance parks, community entryways, roadsides, schools, backyards or farms by
planting native grasses and wildflowers. In addition to learning about prairie wildflowers and native
grasses and their use, people in the class will be able to participate in planting a butterfly garden. No prior
experience or knowledge of prairies and trees is necessary, only a commitment to actively participate in
the workshops. Communities are encouraged to send more than one volunteer to the workshops so that
participants can share their knowledge and experience with others. Reference materials are provided.
Although there is no registration fee, space is limited. Register by May 1. For dates and locations, go
to http://www.treesforever.org/content.asp?1D=2088&1=6772 or call 1-800-369-1269.

Submitted by Lynn Laws
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Wind Turbine Plant Tour

May 3, Cedar Rapids

Please join I-Renew on Saturday, May 3 at 1:00 for a tour of Clipper Windpower and presentation on
lowa's wind resources and development status. Clipper Wind Power manufactures their 2.5 MG Liberty
turbines at their manufacturing facility in Cedar Rapids, IA. They are currently producing one turbine
every other day. The plant employs over 300 people. For more information contact: I1-Renew at (319)
643-3160, irenew@irenew.org.

Submitted by Michelle Kenyon Brown
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Water Monitoring Snapshot in Polk County

May 21, Polk County

Join Susan Heathcote, Water Program Director for the lowa Environmental Council, and Friends for a
day of water monitoring in Polk County, on Wednesday, May 21. Classroom teachers and youth group
leaders sometimes volunteer for this annual event to learn more about water quality testing and/or to
involve students in hands-on learning about water quality issues. The data collected during this event
helps provide a snapshot of the condition of waters in Polk County. New volunteers receive training that
morning, to assist more experienced volunteers in the field later that day. For more information, contact
Susan Heathcote at 515-244-1194, ext 205 or email her at heathcote@iaenvironment.org.

Submitted by Lynn Laws
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Cl ass: AfRestoring NaltBENVEO Pl ant Communiti eso
May 29-July 1, Polk County

This national award-winning class is being through Des Moines Area Community College in Ankeny.
The course will occur within the 5-week summer session beginning on Thursday, May 29 ending on
Tuesday, July 1, 2008. Class start time is 9 AM. Ending time is 3 PM. DMACC will team with the Polk
County Conservation Board to offer the course within the natural areas managed by Polk County
Conservation Board. Loren Lown, resource management specialist with PCCB, promises that students
will experience some of the wildest, most biologically diverse landscapes that Polk County has to offer.
Activities planned for this summer term course include: Plant identification, including native prairie,
savanna, wetland and woodland species; invasive species identification — plants AND animals — and how
to manage them; herbicides - use and safety; prescribed fire; seed identification and harvest; wildlife
habitat improvement; rain gardens and butterfly gardens as urban habitat. For more information contact
course instructor: Dr. Danielle Wirth: dmwirth@dmacc.edu. Class is limited to 12 participants.
Submitted by Danielle Wirth
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Loess Hills Prairie Seminar

May 30- June 1, Onawa and Loess Hills

This Nature in lowa program begins the evening of May 30 at West Monona High School, in Onawa.
Saturday and Sunday sessions will be held at the Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area. Sessions and
programs are for all ages. Educators have the opportunity to receive credit. Featured speakers include
Tom Rosburg, Dan Mays, and Connie Mutel. Included is a Science Center of lowa program for children
and Douglas Wood - family concert and also a campfire program. Early in April the program and
registration form will be at: http://www.nwaea.k12.ia.us/en/upcoming_events/loess_hills_seminar.

If you need a program summary and registration form mailed to you, please call Gloria Kistner at 800-
352-9040, Ext. 6080. LHPS coordinator, Dianne Blankenship at: bennaid@hotmail.com.

Submitted by Dianne Blankenship
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ISU Environmental Literacy Presentation

June 4, Ames

Dr. Jim Pease, lowa State University wildlife biologist, will present findings from a thesis, “Measuring
Environmental Literacy: Developing a New Survey Instrument for the Midwest.” The thesis was written
by Susan Roberta Mello O’Brien. The 45-minute presentation will be held at the Story County
Conservation Board Meeting Room in Ames on June 4 at noon. Pease will share information about lowa
State University students’ environmental knowledge and attitudes, gaps in knowledge, and other
important findings from ISU’s literacy project. Pease will also share his personal and seasoned opinion of
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how the findings should or could influence environmental education efforts throughout the state. All
interested parties are invited to attend. The meeting room is located at 56461 180th St., Ames. REAP CEP
funded the ISU literacy project. Go to http://www.iowadnr.gov/reap/files/0O5cep.pdf to review a copy of
the thesis.

Submitted by Susan Salterberg
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Project AWARE, River Expedition

June 147 21, Mason City to Cedar Falls on the Winnebago, Shell Rock & Cedar Rivers
ProjectAWARE, which stands for A Watershed Awareness River Expedition, is the lowa DNR’s annual
weeklong volunteer river cleanup event during which hundreds of lowans volunteer to spend anywhere
from a day to an entire week working harder than they ever have before, getting dirtier than they ever
have before, and loving every minute of it! Project AWARE, however, is about more than just
trash...through hands-on experience and organized educational opportunities, volunteers on AWARE
don’t just learn about water quality, wildlife conservation, recycling, and other natural resources related
topics — they experience them. To learn more, go to http://www.iowaprojectaware.com/. Registration
and Refund Deadline: May 30, 2008.

Submitted by Lynn Laws
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AWOW! The Wonders of Wetl andso

June 16-17,

This class, offered through Heartland AEA 11 and targeted for grades 4-12, will provide a comprehensive
introduction to wetlands and their three definitive parameters: water, soil, and plants. The class is being
held at the Southeast Polk Ecology Field Station near Runnells and the landfill. If a wetlands study is
already part of your curriculum, "WOW!" will provide additional information and over 40 learning
activities for both indoor and outdoor use. Class members will learn from each other as they become
acquainted with the activities in the "WOW!" teachers' guide. We'll put that learning into practice through
wetlands exploration. There is a constructed wetland a short walk from the class site. Be prepared to
wander through the tall prairie grass and possibly get a little muddy! The registration fee includes the
330-page "WOW!" curriculum guide. One hour of license renewal credit is available for teachers. For
more information on the workshop, contact the facilitator Mary Gillaspey at 515-323-6505 or
mgi@mwatoday.com.

Submitted by Mary Gillaspey
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Opportunities and Announcements

Job Openings at the Ohio Environmental Council: Application Deadlines April 15
-Senior Policy Director

-Membership Director

-Administrative Assistant

See Details: http://www.theoec.org/ResourceJobandGrantOpportunities.htm

Submitted by Lynn Laws
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Summer Internship: Environmental Communications

The Friends of Lakeside Lab announces a 12- week summer environmental communication position at
lowa Lakeside Laboratory, a biological field station on the shores of Lake West Okoboji, operated by the
lowa Board of Regents. For a description of this exciting opportunity see
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http://www.continuetolearn.uiowa.edu/lakesidelab/documents/Friends%20Internship.pdf. Deadline for
Application: April 30. For more information about lowa Lakeside Laboratory's summer programs and
course offerings, see http://www.continuetolearn.uiowa.edu/lakesidelab/.

Submitted by Jane Shuttleworth
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May 15 is the REAP CEP Deadline; Check Website for Details

The next deadline for Resource Enhancement and Protection Conservation Education Program (REAP
CEP) grant proposals is May 15. Be sure to use the most up-to-date guidelines, which include
directions for electronic submissions. Go to http://www.iowadnr.gov/reap/cep.html. Note that the CEP
mini-grant program, Perpetuate a Good Idea, will be offered for the May 2008 grant round. It will not be
offered for the November round. If you apply, plan to attend the CEP Review of Proposals Meeting on
June 4, at 1 pm. It will be held at the Story County Conservation Board Meeting Room. All applicants are
expected to attend. If you have questions about grant procedures, contact Susan Salterberg, CEP Contract
Monitor, at susan.salterberg@uni.edu or 319-337-4816. If you have questions about fundability of
specific projects, contact any of the REAP CEP Board members. Contact information is available at
http://www.iowadnr.gov/reap/cep.html.

Submitted by Susan Salterberg
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Running the Numbers; An American Self-Portrait [of wastefulness and pollution]

Check out this webpage by Chris Jordan of Seattle. This art series s looks at contemporary American
culture through the austere lens of statistics. Each image portrays a specific quantity of something: fifteen
million sheets of office paper (five minutes of paper use); 106,000 aluminum cans (thirty seconds of can
consumption) and so on. Chris’s hope is that images representing these quantities might have a different
effect than the raw numbers alone, such as we find daily in articles and books. Statistics can feel abstract
and anesthetizing, making it difficult to connect with and make meaning of 3.6 million SUV sales in one
year, for example, or 410,000 paper cups used every fifteen minutes. Submitted by MaryBeth Gardam
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Lakeside Lab Steps up Water Quality Testing

A new partnership will increase water quality analysis and monitoring at the lowa Lakeside Laboratory
and Regent Resource Center (ILLRRC) on West Okoboji Lake. Beginning July 1, an expanded menu of
tests will be performed with results available in a timely manner for Northwest lowa samples. Partners in
the project are the University of lowa, the lowa Department of Natural Resources, the University
Hygienic Laboratory, and the Friends of Lakeside Lab. For more information, contact Peter J. van der
Linden, Executive Director of ILLRRC at 712/337-3669 ext. 5 or peter-vanderlinden@uiowa.edu.
Submitted by Peter J. van der Linden
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This monthly electronic newsletter is a service of the

lowa Environmental Council

521 East Locust Street, Suite 220, Des Moines 1A 50309

Ph 515-244-1194; Fax 515-244-7856

http://www.iaenvironment.org

If you have comments or would like to unsubscribe, please contact Lynn Laws, 515-244-1194, ext. 210 or
lynnlaws@iaenvironment.org .

-END -
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