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You Wondt want to Miss our Legislative Report Car
and other news coming up in our summer Quarterly—a print publication for members of the lowa

Environmental Council. Wh at ! ? ! .. hot a Goel@dlg Do pwaitaffothe? minutéve | |

to sign up to receive this and many other member benefits. See

http://www.iaenvironment.org/membership.php for more information.

EE R S I S S

Congratulations and Thank You Bob Riley!

For —his lifetime commitment to bridging the gap between agricultural and environmental interests and
advocating environmentally sustainable agricultural practices,ll Metro Waste Authority (MWA) has
recognized Bob Riley, lowa Environmental Council Board member. MWA presented him with a 2008
Environmental Stewardship Award on April 16. Please join us in congratulating and thanking Bob for all
he does to protect lowa’s natural resources for current and future generations.

EE R I I S

Events, Training and Activities

Trees Forever Class

Various dates and locations

Trees Forever is offering Stewards of the Beautiful Land as an educational class, for participants to learn
how to beautify and enhance parks, community entryways, roadsides, schools, backyards or farms by
planting native grasses and wildflowers. In addition to learning about prairie wildflowers and native
grasses and their use, people in the class will be able to participate in planting a butterfly garden. No prior
experience or knowledge of prairies and trees is necessary, only a commitment to actively participate in
the workshops. Communities are encouraged to send more than one volunteer to the workshops so that
participants can share their knowledge and experience with others. Reference materials are provided.
Although there is no registration fee, space is limited. Register by May 1. For dates and locations, go to
http://www.treesforever.org/content.asp?1D=2088&1=6772 or call 1-800-369-1269.

Submitted by Lynn Laws
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Wind Turbine Plant Tour

May 3, Cedar Rapids

Please join I-Renew on Saturday, May 3 at 1:00 for a tour of Clipper Windpower and presentation on
lowa's wind resources and development status. Clipper Wind Power manufactures their 2.5 MG Liberty
turbines at their manufacturing facility in Cedar Rapids, IA. They are currently producing one turbine
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every other day. The plant employs over 300 people. For more information contact: I1-Renew at (319)
643-3160, irenew@irenew.org.
Submitted by Michelle Kenyon Brown
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Tal k With the Experts about AThe Greening of Des
May 6, Des Moines

A few seats are stildl open for Wallace House Foun
Moi nesll on Tuesday, May 6, beginning at 6 pm. Des
the Center for Sustainable Communities, Marian Gelb from the lowa Environmental Council, and Bob

Riley from the Waterworks Board are confirmed for the event. Former Des Moines Mayor Preston

Daniels will be one of the facilitators. Dialogue dinners invite community experts and residents to gather

around the dinner table for a shared meal and facilitated conversation about a current issue. Reservations

are required and can be made by emailing anntaylor@wallace.org or calling 515-243-7063. Cost is $20

per person for the program and catered meal. Dialogue dinners are recorded so participants must sign an

authorization and release. The Wallace House Foundation is located at 756 Sixteenth Street in Des

Moines.

Submitted by Ann Taylor
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Practical Farmers of lowa Spring Field Days: Cover Crops

May 6, near Ames

Want to see cover crop research for corn and soybean systems in early May in lowa? Join National Soil
Tilth Lab and ISU researchers to view and learn more about cover crops and their benefits, how to take
advantage of NRCS EQIP payments for cover crop usage, and new software being developed to aid in
cover crop decision-making. "Cover Crops Farm Tour" begins at 8:30am w/ rolls and coffee with tour
beginning at 9am Tuesday, May 6th, 2008. A light lunch will be served at 1pm. Meet at the ISU
Agronomy Research Farm west of Ames, IA on Hwy 30. Please RSVP to sarah@practicalfarmers.org or
call 515-232-5661 x105 if you plan to attend.

Submitted by Sarah Carlson
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6th Annual Bike to Work Week

May 10-16, Everywhere in lowa!

For a full list of events or to register, please go to http://www.bikeiowa.com/asp/bike/. Participants are
asked to register to provide event organizers with information that is used when working with local, state
and federal legislation regarding transportation and bicycling issues. May has been officially designated
"Bike Month" by Governor Culver. To view the proclamation, go to www.bikeiowa.com. For more
information, contact Tina Mowry Hadden, 515-238-0609.

Submitted by Adrienne Baughman
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Native Plant Sale

May 17, Des Moines

ANative Pl ant Sale wild/l be held at Des Moines’ Down't
noon. Sponsored by lowa Native Lands, Des Moines Park and Rec, Polk County SWCD.

Submitted by Lynn Laws
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Water Monitoring Snapshot in Polk County
May 21, Polk County
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Join Susan Heathcote, Water Program Director for the lowa Environmental Council, and Friends for a
day of water monitoring in Polk County, on Wednesday, May 21. Classroom teachers and youth group
leaders sometimes volunteer for this annual event to learn more about water quality testing and/or to
involve students in hands-on learning about water quality issues. The data collected during this event
helps provide a shapshot of the condition of waters in Polk County. New volunteers receive training that
morning, to assist more experienced volunteers in the field later that day. For more information, contact
Susan Heathcote at 515-244-1194, ext 205 or email her at heathcote@iaenvironment.org.

Submitted by Lynn Laws
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Cl ass: AfRestoring NaltBENVE®O Pl ant Communiti eso
May 29-July 1, Polk County

This national award-winning class is being through Des Moines Area Community College in Ankeny.
The course will occur within the 5-week summer session beginning on Thursday, May 29 ending on
Tuesday, July 1, 2008. Class start time is 9 AM. Ending time is 3 PM. DMACC will team with the Polk
County Conservation Board to offer the course within the natural areas managed by Polk County
Conservation Board. Loren Lown, resource management specialist with PCCB, promises that students
will experience some of the wildest, most biologically diverse landscapes that Polk County has to offer.
Activities planned for this summer term course include: Plant identification, including native prairie,
savanna, wetland and woodland species; invasive species identification — plants AND animals — and how
to manage them; herbicides - use and safety; prescribed fire; seed identification and harvest; wildlife
habitat improvement; rain gardens and butterfly gardens as urban habitat. For more information contact
course instructor: Dr. Danielle Wirth: dmwirth@dmacc.edu. Class is limited to 12 participants.
Submitted by Danielle Wirth

EE R I I S

Great Race Against Shrubs and Shade i Volunteers Needed

May 30, Loess Hills

Volunteers are needed to roll up their sleeves, get dirty and help with prairie management. This annual
pre-prairie seminar activity attracts many volunteers and the interns of conservation organizations. Those
who participate make a well-recognized, significant contribution to prairie management. G.R.A.S.S. is
from 9:00 a.m. to noon, Friday, May 30, starting at the campground parking lot in the Loess Hills
Wildlife Management Area, 178th St. and Oak Ave., Castana, IA.
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/178th+St+%26+0ak+Ave+Castana+lA+51010/ .

Be sure to bring sunscreen, bug spray, and water as well as loppers and hand saws if you have them. Also,
wear sturdy shoes and gloves. Also, see directions, map, and additional program information at:
http:/www.nwaea.k12.ia.us/en/upcoming_events/loess_hills_seminar

G.R.AS.S. Contact: Merry Rankin, Keepers of the Land Volunteer Program, lowa Department of Natural
Resources, merry.rankin@dnr.iowa.gov, http://www.keepersoftheland.org

Submitted by Gloria Kristner
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Loess Hills PrairieSeminar

May 30- June 1, Onawa and Loess Hills

This Nature in lowa program begins the evening of May 30 at West Monona High School, in Onawa.
Saturday and Sunday daytime sessions will be held at the Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area.
Sessions and programs are for all ages. Educators have the opportunity to receive credit. Featured
speakers include Tom Rosburg, Dan Mays, and Connie Mutel. Included is a Science Center of lowa
program for children and Douglas Wood family concert and also a campfire program. See the program
registration form at: http://www.nwaea.k12.ia.us/en/upcoming_events/loess_hills_seminar.
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Please register by May 16. If you need a program summary and registration form mailed to you, please
call Gloria Kistner at 800-352-9040,Ext. 6080. LHPS coordinator, Dianne Blankenship at:
bennaid@hotmail.com.

Submitted by DianneBlankenship
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I-Renew Residential Wind Workshop

May 31, Des Moines Botanical Center

Instructor: Clay Sterling from Midwest Renewable Energy Association (MREA)

Please sign up today to learn the basics on using wind to power your home. This class will cover how
small wind systems work, wind availability, cost, basic components required and everything else a future
wind producer will need to know. This event is for the professional and the student. For more
information, please contact the lowa Renewable Energy Association (I-Renew) at (319) 643-3160, by
email at irenew@irenew.org or go to our website at www.irenew.org. Cost is $100 for I-Renew members,
$150 for non-members.

Submitted by Michelle Kenyon Brown
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ISU Environmental Literacy Presentation

June 4, Ames
Dr . Jim Pease, |l owa State University wildlife bio
Environmental Literacy: Developing a New Survey Instrume nt f or t he Mi dwest . I The

by Susan Robert a -mimute presentaddn ®il e keld at theTStorg Codnty

Conservation Board Meeting Room in Ames on June 4 at noon. Pease will share information about lowa

State Universitystu d ent s’ environment al knowl edge and attitu
i mportant findings from I SU s |literacy project. P
how the findings should or could influence environmental education efforts throughout the state. All

interested parties are invited to attend. The meeting room is located at 56461 180th St., Ames. REAP CEP

funded the ISU literacy project. Go to http://www.iowadnr.gov/reap/files/05cep.pdf to review a copy of

the thesis.

Submitted by Susan Salterberg
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Residential Solar Hot Water Workshop

June 7, Des Moines Botanical Center

Learn about choosing, installing and using a residential solar liquid collector system for heating hot water,
from instructor Jeff Benz from Solar Consultants. Jeff will also discuss incorporating radiant floor
heating-- a system that will allow you to replace your furnace with the SUN! Using solar to heat your
swimming pool will also be discussed. This workshop is for the student and the professional.

For more information, please contact the lowa Renewable Energy Association (I-Renew) at (319) 643-
3160, by email at irenew@irenew.org or go to our website at www.irenew.org. Cost is $100 for I-Renew
members, $150 for non-members.

Submitted by Michelle Kenyon Brown
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Education Forum on Place-based Education

June 9, Madrid area

The lowa Department of Natural Resources is hosting a forum designed to bring together teachers, school
administrators, CCB naturalists, AEA consultants, and university faculty to discuss the best ways to help
schools across the state engage youth in place-based education that incorporates natural, built, and human
components of communities. The initial focus is to identify needs, constraints and opportunities for place-
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based approaches for middle-school audiences to learn about local waters and the landscapes connected to
them (watersheds).

The place-based education forum will be held from 10:00 am —5:00 pm on Monday, June 9 at the lowa
4dHCenter near Madrid. The day’ s act i idseddcteides wi | | i n
and support systems; facilitated discussions of formal education requirements, constraints, and
opportunities related to place-based education; and development of next steps for on-going collaboration
to implement and sustain place-based approaches.

Cost of the forum is being covered by the DNR Aquatic Education Program. Limited funding is available
to reimburse participants for mileage. If you are interested in attending, contact the Aquatic Education
Program (AquaticEd_Info@dnr.iowa.gov; 641/747-2200) for an electronic registration form. Space is
limited.

Submitted by Shannon Hafner
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Soil and Water Conservation S o ¢ is 8umgndr Training Meeting

Friday, June 13, Milford

This year’s SWCS Summer Tr ai ni ng Actisitiebwalliinolgle: hel d at
Tour of lowa Lakeside Laboratory, LiDar presentation, discussion on agriculture vs. recreation relating to

Spirit Lake, tour of a low impact urban development site and a tour of a wetland restoration area.

Registration is due by Friday, May 30. Check out our website for details and registration information,

at http://www.iaswcs.org.

Submitted by Dennis Schrodt

EE R S I S S

Project AWARE, River Expedition

June 147 21, Mason City to Cedar Falls on the Winnebago, Shell Rock & Cedar Rivers

Project AWARE, which stands for A Watershed Awaren
weeklong volunteer river cleanup event during which hundreds of lowans volunteer to spend anywhere

from a day to an entire week working harder than they ever have before, getting dirtier than they ever

have before, and loving every minute of it! Project AWARE, however, is about more than just

trash...through hands-on experience and organized educational opportunities, volunteers on AWARE

don’'t just |l earn about water quality, wildlife co
topics —they experience them. To learn more, go to http://www.iowaprojectaware.com/. Registration

and Refund Deadline: May 30, 2008.

Submitted by Lynn Laws

EE I I i e e i i

Volunteers Needed for BioBlitz

June 14-15 and August 23-24, Allamakee County

Registration is open for BioBlitz |11 and BioBlitz IV events at Heritage Valley. During two 24-hour
periods — on June 14-15 and again on August 23-24 — you can help to identify as many living things as
possible on this 1,224 acres of newly protected land along the Upper lowa River in Allamakee County.
During two BioBlitz events in 2007, more than 800 species were found!

Learn details and register online at http://www.inhf.org/bioblitz-2008.htm . Registration is free and
capped at 80 hardy participants. Be prepared for strenuous, rough terrain, steep slopes, and possibly
inclement weather—but also excitement and a chance to learn great things about nature from experts.
This event is co-sponsored by the lowa Natural Heritage Foundation and the lowa Natural History
Association. Contact Marlene Ehresman or Jessica Nanke with questions or concerns (515-288-1846).
Submitted by Jessica Nanke

EE I I i i e i
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AWOW! ThdeWs of Wetl andso

June 16-17,

This class, offered through Heartland AEA 11 and targeted for grades 4-12, will provide a comprehensive
introduction to wetlands and their three definitive parameters: water, soil, and plants. The class is being
held at the Southeast Polk Ecology Field Station near Runnells and the landfill. If a wetlands study is
already part of your curriculum, "WOW!" will provide additional information and over 40 learning
activities for both indoor and outdoor use. Class members will learn from each other as they become
acquainted with the activities in the "WOW!" teachers' guide. We'll put that learning into practice through
wetlands exploration. There is a constructed wetland a short walk from the class site. Be prepared to
wander through the tall prairie grass and possibly get a little muddy! The registration fee includes the
330-page "WOW!" curriculum guide. One hour of license renewal credit is available for teachers. For
more information on the workshop, contact the facilitator Mary Gillaspey at 515-323-6505 or
mgi@mwatoday.com.

Submitted by Mary Gillaspey

EE R I I S

Watershed Conference i Save the Date

August 14, location to be announced

EarthView Environmental L.L.C., in Coralville, lowa is holding a conference entitled:
RAIN:WETLAND:RIVER:OCEAN, Neighborhood Watersheds on August 14. Uncover wetlands,
streams, and ponds as nearby as your own backyards. Discover these untapped resources and ways to
reconnect them to your community while improving water quality in the watersheds. Mark your calendars
and join us for this one-day conference. This event brought to you by the lowa Watershed Conference
Committee and the North Central Chapter of the Society of Wetland Scientists. For information about
EarthView Environmental, go to www.earthviewenvironmental.com.

Submitted by Julie Tallman

EE R S S

lowa Soil and Water Conservation Society Annual Meeting

September 5, Diamond Lake, Poweshiek County

SavetheDate! Thi s year’'s annual meeting will focus on ni
grape production. More details forthcoming, watch the website! http://www.iaswcs.org

Submitted by Dennis Schrodt
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I-Renewds Energy & Sustainability EXPO

September 13-14, Cedar Falls

A weekend full of workshops, exhibitors and renewable energy related demonstrations. This event brings
together many of |l owa’'s energy experts specializi
power, energy efficiency, alternative transportation, and more! Join us for our 2008 EXPO on September

13 & 14 at the Center for Energy & Environmental Education (CEEE) in Cedar Falls. This event is for

educators, seniors, students, and all energy users! For more information please contact IRENEW at:

www.irenew.org or by calling (319) 643-3160 or email irenew@irenew.org.

Submitted by Michelle Kenyon Brown
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Earth Charter Summit: Global Climate Change; Generating Hope and Energy

October 11, Davenport

2008 has been named t he Undapedectimd® ¢émphasizé Earth Year of P
Charter’s role in healing the planet. The Earth C
a sustainable plan of how we should act and interact with each other and our environment. Join us for a
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day of exploring facts and possibilities. Walk away with hope for the future and energy to make a
difference. Conference speakers include Dr. Jerry Schnoor, co-director for National Science Foundation
Project Office and Chairperson of the lowa Climate Change Advisory Council; and Colin Beavan aka
—No I mpact Man. | This annual conference is
more details about the Earth Charter and/or the conference, contact Lisa Bellomy:
Lbellomy@chmiowa.org; 563-323-9466 or visit http://www.gcearthcharter.org.

Submitted by Lisa Bellomy

EE I I I i S

Opportunities and Announcements

Job Opening: Executive Director lowa Interfaith Power & Light

lowa Interfaith Power and Light (1IPL) is a statewide organization mobilizing the religious community to
become leaders in the fight against global warming. Launched two years ago, IIPL gave birth to the Cool
Congregations stewardship program, having already trained 150 congregations to take pro-active steps to
curb global warming in their houses of worship and homes.

Based in Des Moines, IIPL is now seeking its first full-time Executive Director to lead our educational
outreach and advocacy for global warming solutions, to develop partnerships with utilities on energy
efficiency goals, and to expand Cool Congregations initiatives both in and out-of-state.

We are looking for a person of integrity who possesses a sense of urgency and calling to this work, who
can inspire others to take action and assume productive roles in this growing movement. If you think you
are also a good strategist and administrator, and want to create a unique and dynamic organization with
strong membership services, please consider applying by the May 31st deadline.

We offer a competitive nonprofit salary with benefits, including a generous budget for statewide travel
and three weeks of vacation. If interested, please request a full position description before applying by
May 31st, by emailing benjaminwebb@cfu.net. Further website information on state IPLs and their
parent organization can be found at www.theregenerationproject.org.

Submitted by Ray Heinicke
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May 15 is the REAP CEP Deadline; Check Website for Details

The next deadline for Resource Enhancement and Protection Conservation Education Program (REAP
CEP) grant proposals is May 15. Be sure to use the most up-to-date guidelines, which include
directions for electronic submissions. Go to http://www.iowadnr.gov/reap/cep.html. Note that the CEP
mini-grant program, Perpetuate a Good Idea, will be offered for the May 2008 grant round. It will not be
offered for the November round. If you apply, plan to attend the CEP Review of Proposals Meeting on
June 4, at 1 pm. It will be held at the Story County Conservation Board Meeting Room. All applicants are
expected to attend. If you have questions about grant procedures, contact Susan Salterberg, CEP Contract
Monitor, at susan.salterberg@uni.edu or 319-337-4816. If you have questions about fundability of
specific projects, contact any of the REAP CEP Board members. Contact information is available at
http://www.iowadnr.gov/reap/cep.html.

Submitted by Susan Salterberg

EE I I I i e i

Running the Numbers; An American Self-Portrait [of wastefulness and pollution]

(Last month the E-News editor accidentally omitted the website for a webpage by Chris Jordan of
Seattle.) http://www.chrisjordan.com/current_set2.php?id This art series s looks at contemporary
American culture through the austere lens of statistics. Each image portrays a specific quantity of
something: fifteen million sheets of office paper (five minutes of paper use); 106,000 aluminum cans
(thirty seconds of can consumption) and so on. C h r ihope’isghat images representing these quantities

t

he
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might have a different effect than the raw numbers alone, such as we find daily in articles and books.
Statistics can feel abstract and anesthetizing, making it difficult to connect with and make meaning of 3.6
million SUV sales in one year, for example, or 410,000 paper cups used every fifteen minutes.

Submitted by MaryBeth Gardam
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I-Renewbs Solar Traveler Available to Groups
Our mobile power generation unit can be used by groups to power events and as an educational tool.

The unit is used as a traveling display to promote solar power and renewable energy and to power other
events around the state. Great possibilities exist with the 4,000 watts of pure sine wave power, 16 kWh of
storage, and a kilowatt of PV power on hand to power all kinds of on- or off-grid events. For more
information about utilizing this great teaching too, please contact IRENEW at: www.irenew.org or by
calling (319) 643-3160 or email irenew@irenew.org.

Submitted by Michelle Kenyon Brown
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lowa Renewable Energy Sourcebook

I-Renew publishes the lowa Renewable Energy Sourcebook to provide information on businesses and
consultants providing services related to renewable energy (solar, wind, solar hot water, etc.), energy
efficiency, green building and alternative fuels. The Sourcebook is free for members of 1-Renew and
available for $5 for everyone else. If you are interested in finding out more information about I1-Renew
please contact us at: www.irenew.org or by calling (319) 643-3160 or email irenew@irenew.org.
Submitted by Michelle Kenyon Brown
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Looking for Food Facts? Check out New Leopold Center Resource

"Food Facts: Results from Marketing and Food Systems Research” summarizes the findings of the
Leopold Center's research, demonstrations, studies and surveys in this rapidly growing area where food
culture, economics and environmental issues intersect. Since 2001, the Leopold Center has invested $1.6
million in 80 projects as part of its Marketing and Food Systems Research Initiative. Users of the new
resource will see key findings from work supported by the Leopold Center. The results are categorized by
type of project, from food miles and place-based research to research on niche meat markets, transaction
costs and various aspects of the grape and wine industry. The resource is designed for use by farmers,
food entrepreneurs, local food system practitioners and other researchers. "Food Facts: Results from
Marketing and Food Systems Research™ is on the Leopold Center web site at:
www.leopold.iastate.edu/research/marketing_files/food/food.htm. A 32-page printable version, which
features photography by Leopold Center Director Jerry DeWitt, can be downloaded at that link. Or to
request a copy, contact the Leopold Center at (515) 294-3711, or email leocenter@iastate.edu.
Submitted by Laura Miller
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Stop at the lowa Conservation Team Tent along the RAGBRAI route-and dondt $hott get
Saturday, July 197 Saturday, July 26

This will be the 6th year of lowa Soil and Water Conservation Society setting up along the RAGBRAI

route, handing out water, bananas, and free conservation conversation! This year the lowa Conservation

Team will focus on Urban Conservation. You will also have the opportunity to show your support with

the firstliomaConservation Team, —I Peeled my Ban-sintal
order form are available at our website. http://www.iaswcs.org/events.html.

Submitted by Dennis Schrodt

EE I I i i e i
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Thank You Earth Day Volunteers!

Thanks to all who came out to this year's Earth Day in Valley Junction. It was a fantastic day filled with
family friendly activities all centered on being good stewards of our earth. In the morning, over 400
participated in the 5k Run/Walk, over 60 entered the Hybrid car competition, and 30 kids giggled their
way through the Fun Run. The many exhibitors and live music combined with a welcome dose of
sunshine provided for a festive afternoon. Next year's 4th Annual Earth Day in the Junction will be
Sunday, April 19th. Save the date and we'll see you next year!!

Submitted by Lynnae Hentzen
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