[OWA
ENVIRONMENTAL | WATER QUALITY MONITORING

& COUNCIL lowa must have a strong water quality monitoring

e “Together for the Earth we share” network. $3 million is requested for Fiscal Year 2001-
2002 to continue implementing a comprehensive
water monitoring network.

We commend lowa’s legislators for ACtiOn requested

last year’s $2 million appropria- o ) .
$3 million should be appropriated for Fiscal Year 2001-2002,

tion for water quality monitoring, , . _
an increase of the $1 million that was appro- S° that lowa can continue building the comprehensive water

priated for Fiscal Year 1999-2000egisla- monitoring network necessary to protect the quality of our

tors, your actions mean that you recognize state.s valua_ble water resources.
that monitoring lowa waters is crucial to With the increase of $1 million for FY 2001-2002, DNR

our state’s health. would continue to implement its monitoring program,

In order to maximize its effectiveness, mcluqllng. , L , _ ,
lowa’s monitoring program needs sustained m Daily sediment monitoring, to begin assessing for lowa’s
and uninterrupted fundinghere are stil number one surface water concern: sediment.

many gaps to fill in before we have an m Assessment of thc_e quality pfivate drinking_wat_er _
adequate water quality monitoring program. wells. A survey of private W_eII water W.I|| provu_je information
We must work toward full funding of the ab_ou't trends and changes in the quality of private rural
comprehensive water monitoring plan drinking water. . .
developed by the state and a diverse group off _As_sessment of lowa surface water bodies deS|_gnated for
citizens in 1999 drinking water uses These “Class C” waters are important
Because of your leadership: sources of drinking water f(_)r_ 25 percent of lowans, including
m lowa now has a much improved water reS|dentS' of lowa’s larger cities and much of .So.uthern lowa.
monitoring network, where professionals ] Analys_ls Qf the water from 130 lakes for priority pollut-
routinely test water in a variety of locations ants, Wh".:h. include (_:om-
statewide. mon pesticides and indus-
m lowa now conducts biological monitoring, trial pollutants.
which evaluates biological diversity as an " Ingregseayroundwater
indicator of water quality, at 86 sites. No monitoring to assess the
regular biological monitoring was done quality of aquifers through
before last year. out lowa. Groun_dvv_ater is
m lowa has significantly expanded monitor- the source of drinking
ing for many pesticide and pesticide transfor- water for 75 percent of
mation products in more locations. lowans. L
m Lakes are now regularly monitored. They " B'.OIOg'CfEI r_nomtonng at
were not before 2000. 60 sites, distributed acros
m Water is now monitored upstream and ~ 10Wa's seven ecoregions,
downstream from 10 urban areas. each year. Biological
We need to expand the number of sites  Monitoring evaluates
monitored, increase groundwater monitoring, _b|o!og|cal diversity as ‘f’m With comprehensive water
and better assess drinking water resources, ndicator of water quality. - monitoring of both surface water

. and groundwater, we can better
Legislators, you made an excellent start OIF_ A strengthened lowa protect our citizens and environ-

the race to find out what's in our water. You C/tiZ€N MONItONING Pro-  ment, save money, and reduce

. gram. public health concerns as we
are on track, and we hope you will go the discover and address water quality
distance. problems early.

The lowa Environmental Council and its 70 member organizations represent about 80,000 lowans.
m 711 East Locust m Des Moines, lowa 50309 m Phone: 515/244-1194 m Fax: 515/244-7856
Email: iecmail@earthweshare.org m Visit our website at www.earthweshare.org




