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Our mission: 
A safe, healthy 
environment 
and sustainable 
future for Iowa

Founded in 1995, the 

Iowa Environmental 

Council is the 

largest and most 

comprehensive 

environmental 

coalition in the state. 

We are a nonprofi t, 

nonpartisan 

alliance of diverse 

organizations and 

individuals working 

together to protect 

and preserve Iowa’s 

environment. 

Together, we unify 

Iowans to advocate 

for clean water & 

land stewardship, 

clean energy, and a 

healthy climate. 

By amplifying the 

voices of Iowans 

and leveraging our 

collective infl uence, 

we advocate for a 

cleaner, healthier 

Iowa at the 

legislature, rule-

making agencies 

and when necessary, 

in the courts.

Through education, 

advocacy and 

coalition building, 

we raise awareness, 

generate action 

and create large-scale 

change that makes 

Iowa a better place 

to live, work 

and explore.

Iowa Environmental
Council Staff

Nathaniel Baer — Energy Program Director
Jamie Burch — Development Director
Judy Downs — Development Director
Susan Heathcote — Water Program Director
Katy Heggen — Communications and 

Outreach Director
Emily Holley — Communications and 

Outreach Director
Kitty Jacobson — Office Manager
Kerri Johannsen  — Manager of Government Affairs
Clare Kernek — Water Program Attorney
Cindy Lane — Climate/Energy Policy Specialist
Ann Robinson — Agricultural Policy Specialist
Ralph Rosenberg — Executive Director

New Staff

In 2016, the Council welcomed three new 
members to its team: Development Director Judy 
Downs, Communications and Outreach Director 
Emily Holley and Manger of Government Affairs 
Kerri Johannsen.

2016 Board 
of Directors

Ross Baxter — Secretary 
Tracy Beck
Laura Belin
Jane Clark
Catherine Cownie
Elizabeth Garst
Sondra Feldstein
Kevin Hansen
Linda Kinman
Sarah Lohmeier — Vice- President  
Cyril Mandelbaum — Treasurer 
Lorraine May — President
Kevin Nordmeyer
Ryan Peterson
Steve Roe
John Schmidt
Marvin Shirley
Al Sturgeon
Margi Weiss — Past-President

IOWA ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 2016 ANNUAL REPORT1

521 E. Locust St., Ste. 220 • Des Moines, IA 50309

Phone: 515-244-1194 • Email: iecmail@iaenvironment.org

  Facebook.com/IAEnvironmentalCouncil       @Iowa_Env

$10,000 +
Holthues Trust
Jim Hubbell

$5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous
Iowa Foundation for 

Education, Environment 
and the Arts

Cultivating Compassion: 
The Dr. Richard Deming 
Foundation

Growing Green Communities
Fred and Charlotte Hubbell 

Charitable Fund

$1,000 – $4,999
BNIM
Katherine and 

Herb Eckhouse
Sondra Kreuger Feldstein
Elizabeth Garst
Elizabeth and 

William Goodwin
Trudy Hurd
Impact7G, Inc.
Iowa Natural 

Heritage Foundation
Izaak Walton League 

of America
Craig Johnson
Kenneth K. Kinsey
Marilyn Magid
Cyril and John Mandelbaum
Lorraine May
Metro Waste Authority
Eric and Sarah Lohmeier
Prairie Meadows
Kay and Robert Riley Jr.

John Schmidt
The Alben F. Bates and Clara 

G. Bates Foundation
Bill and Mary Kay Vogel
Wells Fargo
Thomas and Sue Wind

$500 – $999
Jeff and Leslie Berckes
Roger and Kay Berger
John Brennan and Regina 

Voss Brennan
Joe and Paula Cerne
Dana Christiansen
Jane Clark
Catherine Cownie and 

Damien Lock
Johnny Danos
Jan and Cornelia Flora
Debbie Gitchell
Myron and Connie Gordin
Marla Griffith
Carol A Gronstal
Kevin Hansen
Judie and David Hoffman
Iowa Association of 

Water Agencies
Iowa Rivers Revival
Iowa’s County 

Conservation System
Martha James and 

Michael Myszewski
Howard Learner
Leopold Center for 

Sustainable Agriculture
Michael and Anne Lohmeier
Doris Jean and 

Owen J. Newlin
Kevin and Beth Nordmeyer
David Osterberg
Practical Farmers of Iowa

Raccoon River 
Watershed Association

RDG Planning and Design
Lynette Seigley
Marvin Shirley
Trees Forever
Virtual IT
Frederick and Emily Weitz
Frank Fogarty and 

Connie Wimer

$250 – $499
Mark and Susan Ackelson
Jerry and Susan Anderson
Linda Appelgate
Jacob and Suzanne 

Arnold and family
James Autry and 

Sally Pederson
Elizabeth Baird and 

Ken Cameron
Lisa and Andy Bean
Robert Bernard
Harry Bookey and Pamela 

Bass Bookey
Bur Oak Land Trust
Burroughs Wellcome Fund
Douglas and Lorna Caulkins
Rick and Joyce Chapman
Brian Clark
Alicia and David Claypool
Pamila Deichmann
Gordon and Jeannine Dunn
Stan and Carol Eilers
Mark Engelbrecht
Environmental Advocates
Mary and Bob Fanter
John Fisher
Mark Gannon
Ed Garst
Phillip and Janet Hascall

Jack Hatch
Bill and Irlanda Helgen
Jensen
Robert Jester
Dennis and Betty Keeney
Marilynn Keller
Linda Kinman
Ryan Kleve
Pat Knueven
Cindy Hildebrand and 

Roger Maddux
Joseph and Carolyn Martin 
Nancy and Tom McKlveen
David and Janet Moeller
Polly Moore
Allan Powers and 

Ann Mowery
Ryan Peterson
Mark and Janet Rosenbury
Janis and John Ruan III
Howard Shapiro
Marty St. Clair
Ruth and Clayton Swenson
Denise Warriner
Mike Tramontina and 

Margi Weiss
Mark Widrlechner
David and Corrine Williams
Wendy Wintersteen

$100 – $249
1000 Friends of Iowa
Alliant Energy 

Foundation, Inc.
American Institute of 

Architects - Iowa Chapter
Jonathan Andelson & 

Karin Stein
Ralph and Sylvia G. Green 

Charitable Foundation
Alice and Kendall Atkinson
Eric Baack
Dan and Sarah Bacehowski
Matthew Bailey
Patrick Bauer
Ross and Nichole Baxter
Tracy Beck
Neil and Renate Bernstein
Joe Bolkcom
Joseph Bolkcom
Peg Bouska
J.C. (Buz) and Sue Brenton
David Butruille
Kate and Kelsey Byus
John Cacciatore and Robin 

Ahnen-Cacciatore
Alex Cahill
Cedar Rapids/Linn County 

Solid Waste Agency
Mary Beth Mellick
Conservation Corps 

Iowa & Minnesota
Conservation Districts 

of Iowa
Conservation Foundation of 

Dickinson County
Mary Cowdrey
Ray and Sandra Crabtree
Pam Crossley
Dallas County Environmental 

Health Department

2016 DONATIONS
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Pat Boddy and Rob Davis
Michael Delaney and  

Dell Radcliffe
Delta Dental of Iowa
Des Moines Audubon Society
Des Moines Founders  

Garden Club
Des Moines Water Works
Marie and Steve DeVries
Richard Dietz
Gregory Drees
Selma Duvick
East Okoboji Lakes 

Improvement Corporation
Bruce and Marlene Ehresman
Catherine and  

Doug Engstrom
Laura Jackson and  

Kamyar Enshayan
Steve Falck
Bill and Cynde Fanter
Charles and Marilyn Farr
Al Farris
Thomas Fey and  

Lucy Gomez Fey
Darren Fife
A.M. Fink
Mike and Pat Finnegan
First Unitarian Church
Michael Fisher
Allison and Jim Fleming
Nancy Forrest
Harriet and Allan Fox
Gregary Franck
Lora Fraracci
Friends of Neal Smith 

National Wildlife Refuge
Linda Gobberdiel
Gretchen Graff
Kevin Griggs
Max Grover
Larry Gullett
James Gulliford
Neil and Khanh Hamilton
Johnie Hammond
Tim Hammond
Scott and Michale Hansen
Margaret and  

Raymond Harden
Elsa and Henry Harmon
Dennis Groenenboom and 

Scott Hartsook
Anne Kimber and Bob Haug
Babs and Doug Hein
Rob and Lynnae Hentzen
Karen and Steve Herwig

Tom Hoff
Robert and Kathryn Hogg
Del Holland
Mary Holtze
Steve and Sara Hopkins
Nathan and Linda Hopkins
Joyce Hornstein
Ted and Susan Hutchison
Integrated Roadside 

Vegetation Management
Iowa Assoc. of Naturalists
Iowa Audubon
Iowa Chapter of  

the American  
Fisheries Society

Iowa Farmers Union
Iowa Groundwater 

Association
Iowa Interfaith Power  

and Light
Iowa Onsite  

Wastewater Association
Iowa Policy Project
Iowa Prairie Network
Iowa Renewable  

Energy Association
Iowa Solar Energy Trade 

Association
Iowa Waste  

Reduction Center
Iowa Whitewater Coalition
Iowa Wildlife Center
Izaak Walton League —  

Des Moines Chapter
Ann Johnson
Karin Johnson
Paul and Patricia Johnson
Peg Johnson
Anthony Jones
Susan Judkins Josten
Sterling Kernek 
Erwin and Janet Klaas
Robert Klein
Sheila Knoploh-Odole
John and Claudia Knutson
David Koder
Lake Macbride Conservancy
Janette Larkin
Mark Leoschke
Diane and John Liepa
Eric and Sarah Lohmeier
Jessie Lowry
Nicole Lozier
Barbara Madden-Bittle
Mark Madsen
Jessica Maldonado

Dan Martin
Martha McCormick
George McCrory
Maureen McCue
Walter and  

Barbara Mendenhall
Ray and Susan Meylor
R. A. and Shirley Michel
Don and Nancy Miller
Melissa Miller
John Miranowski
Pamela J. Mollenhauer
Michael Murphy
Connie and Robert Mutel
Kay Myers
Jeri Neal
Barry Nemmers
Kent Newman
Martha Norbeck
Jim and Jeanne O’Halloran
Rosemary and John Olds
Cynthia Oppedal Paschen 
Leslie Osam Pensack
Jordan Oster
Margaret Ovitt
Dorothy Paul
Dr. Jim Pease
Jerry Peckumn
Karen Person
Keith Petersen
Jean Austin Peterson
Carmen Pickering
Polk County Public Works — 

Air Quality Division
Polk County  

Conservation Board
Gary Cromer and Judy Porter
Prairie Rivers of Iowa RC&D
Sarah and Lynn Pritchard
Mark Rasmussen
Paul and Marsha Readhead
Paul and Marsha Readhead
Red Rock Lake Association
Carole and Duke Reichardt
Marian Riggs
Ann Y. Robinson
Steve Roe
Doug Romig
Douglas Romig
Tom and Carman Rosburg
Ralph and Teresa Rosenberg
Sharon Rossman
Melanie Sadeghpour
Duane Sand
Hutha Sayre
Michael Schaeffer

Mel Schlachter
Brenda and Carl Schumann
Mikol J. Sesker
Bill Sherman
Charlotte Shivvers and  

Bob Baker
Jane Shuttleworth and  

Hank Miguel
Sioux County Soil and Water 

Conservation District
Sisters of Charity of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary
David Rust and Joy Smith
Rick Smith
Michael Smith
Becky Soglin
Marjorie Spevak
Spirit Lake  

Protective Association
Meredith Stahl
Sharon Steckman
Kim and Stephen Stroud
Al Sturgeon
Rebecca Swainey
Russell and Barbara Tabbert
Bonnie Thorn
Steve and Cornelia Throssel
Richard Trieff
Orval and Donita Uden
Timothy and Tony Urban
US Green Building  

Council-Iowa Chapter
Lisa Veach
David and Anabeth K. Voigts
David Voss
Tim Wagner
Don Wall
Conner Wasson
Waste Commission of  

Scott County
Michael Welsh
Staci Williams
Beth Wilson
Carey Wimer and  

Sean Cunningham
Donna Winburn
Suzanne Winter
Patricia Winters
Richard and Jane Worm
Jim and Louise Zaffiro
Ric and Betty Zarwell
Thomas Zimmerman
Mike Zimmermann
Chad Zmolek
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$50 – $99
Tom Allyn
Elizabeth Arentsen
Olivia Atcherson
Gary Baker
Jennifer Baker
Leisha Barcus
Barbara Beaumont
Randy and Karly Beavers
Laura Belin and  

Kieran Williams
James (Jamie) Beyer
William and  

Dianne Blankenship
Gabriel and Faith Blaskovich
Allen Bonini
Ernest and Jane Brees
William Brock
Deborah Bunka
Brian Campbell
Kari Carney
Holly Carver and Lain Adkins
Anita Christensen
Nichoel Church
John Collins
Anne Corbi
Janis Corderman
David Courard-Hauri
Bill Cox
Virginia Crane
Helen Dagley
Neil and Marcia Dahlquist
Evan Del Val
Elizabeth Dixon
Sharon Donovan
Brett Douglas
Megan Down
Teryl Edwards
Patti Edwardson
Tom Evans
Sage Evans
Mario Fenu
Bill and Donna Fink
Katy Flynn
Elizabeth Gannon
Jonathan Gano
Gail George
Stacey Gibbs
Ben Gleason
Margery and John Graves
Jack Gregersen
Barbara Hall

Jeff Hall
Joyce Hanes
Katy and Peter Hansen
Ryan Hanser
Molly Hanson
Jennifer Seydel and  

Mark Heininger
Susan Guy
Chris Henning
Michael Henning
Steven and Mary Herrnstadt
Thomas Hesse
Elizabeth Hill
Jack Holveck 
Lori Howe
Robert Jackson
Jerry Jacobson
Rudy and Helen Jensen
Mary Jo Johnson
Anna Johnson
David Johnson
Daryle and Linda Johnson
Christine Kirpes
Paul Kirpes
Fred Kirschenmann and 

Carolyn Raffensperger
Don Kline
Brad Knott
Jon Koch
Kirk Kraft
Lyle Krewson
Nancy Kurrle
Hannah Landgraf
Donald Laughlin
Nathan Lein
Rich and Kathleen Leopold
Kerty Levy 
Jan Libbey and  

Timothy Landgraf
William and Jane Lieb
Amy Luebbert
Marian Maas
Ed and Victoria Malloy
Jim and  

Karen Martin-Schramm
John Mason  
Alexandra May
Adam and Kelsey May
Patrick and  

Barbara McClintock
Anne and Kim McKeown
Walter and  

Barbara Mendenhall

Ken Morse
Dylan Mullenix
Patricia Lyman and  

Robert Mulqueen
James Murdock
Laurie Nowatzke
Joseph Otto
Drew Peeler
Shelly Peterson
Susan Pohl
John Pohlman
Herman Quirmbach
Ruth Ratliff
Kyle Riley
Sue And Ron Roberts
Ralph Rosenberg
Mitchell and Diane Sabin
Adam Schnieders
Breanna Shea
John and Patsy Shors
Carole Simmons
William and  

Catherine Simpkins
Patrick Snell
Virginia Soelberg
Darrell Henning and  

Terry Sparkes
Lisa Hein and Phil Sporrer
Gregg Stark
Larry and Margaret Stone
Bob and Deanne Summerfelt
Cheryl Sypal
Andy Szekeres
Jon Tack
Francis Thicke
Mary Thomsen
Mary Trachsel
Richard Trieff
Tracy Uhlman 
Margaret and  

Jon Vernon D.D.S.
Britt Vickstrom
Jeff Walters
Anthony Warren
Margaret Weiner
Jerry Weiner
Matt Wetrich
Chris Wilbeck
David and Linda Wilgenbusch
Danielle and Don Wirth
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FINANCES
January 1, 2016 – December 31, 2016

The Iowa 

Environmental 

Council is a 

501(c)(3) nonprofi t, 

non-governmental 

organization. Our 

work is supported 

by our members, 

individual and 

corporate gifts, 

and foundation 

grants. This support 

is bolstered by 

dedicated and 

passionate 

board members, 

volunteers, and staff. 

We did not receive 

any government 

funding in 2016. 

Remaining revenues 

at the end of 2016 

are cash reserves for 

fi scal year 2017.

Total Revenues

 Event Income.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 52,885.00

 Memberships and Donations  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 97,782.00

 Other Income (Interest, Rent, Misc.)  .  . $ 13,287.00

 Grants   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 687,540.00

TOTAL $ 842,494.00

Total Expenses

 Program Expenses.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ($ 712,962.00)

 Administrative Expenses  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ($ 89,309.00)

 Fundraising and Events .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ($ 74,380.00)

TOTAL ($ 876,651.00)
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

Environmental 
Lobby Day
Attendees: 200+

Participating organizations: 34

More than 200 conservation 
advocates gathered at the Capitol 
on Tuesday, March 22, 2016 to speak with 
legislators about the need to commit 
long-term, sustainable funding to support 
conservation and clean water in Iowa. This 
year, the event was expanded to include a 
greater emphasis on continuing Iowa’s clean 
energy leadership. The annual event was 
co-sponsored by the Iowa Environmental 
Council, the Iowa REAP Alliance and Iowa’s 
Water & Land Legacy Coalition.

Pro H2O 
Attendees: 200+

On Thursday, June 16, over 220 
people gathered at Noce in Des Moines’s 
Western Gateway neighborhood for a 
sold-out Pro H2O. The event featured 
Chris Kolb, President of the Michigan 
Environmental Council and CO-Chair of 
the Flint Water Advisory Task Force and 
honored Tom Hadden, Susan Heathcote and 
Paul Johnson for their work to protect and 
preserve Iowa’s natural resources.

2016 Annual 
Conference
Attendees: 250+

Exhibitors: 24

The Council held our 2016 Annual 
Conference, ECOnomics: Dollars, Sense 
& Sustainability on October 6 at the FFA 
Enrichment Center at the DMACC Ankeny 
Campus. The event featured environmental 
law leader Rob Bilott, ecological economics 
expert John D. Erickson and over a 
dozen other speakers. Over 250 
environmentalists, Council members, 
students and business leaders gathered to 
hear from speakers, learn from exhibitors 
and network. 

Cultivating Compassion: 
The Dr. Richard 
Deming Foundation

Growing Green Communities
Iowa Natural 

Heritage Foundation
Wells Fargo
BNIM

Des Moines Area 
Community College

Environmental Law & 
Policy Center

Impact7G
Iowa Association of 

Water Agencies

Leopold Center for 
Sustainable Communities

Practical Farmers of Iowa
Raccoon River 

Watershed Association
Trees Forever

2016 Event Sponsors

David Courard-Hauri, Co-Chair
Ryan Peterson, Co-Chair
Ross Baxter
Katie Cownie
Sarah Lohmeier

Thank You to Our 
2016 Event Committee
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

IOWA ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 2016 ANNUAL REPORT

Energy Program
Day to day, our energy program work is focused on 
transitioning Iowa to 100% clean energy.

Iowa significantly advanced its leadership on 
wind energy in 2016: 

8

39.4 MW

These two wind projects alone 
add to up a $4.5 billion 
commitment to new wind 
power. Additional wind and 
solar projects committed 
or built in 2016 bring the 
renewable energy investment 
to about $5 billion. 

By November 2016, distributed solar grew to 
39.4 megawatts — more than Illinois, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and most other 
Midwestern states.

Iowa stakeholders finalized a 
comprehensive, statewide 
technical reference manual 
to support and enhance utility energy 
efficiency programs. 

The Council advanced clean energy on boards, 
commissions, and stakeholder groups, 
including the Iowa Energy Plan Energy 
Resources Work Group, Midcontinent Power 
Sector Collaborative, the Iowa Energy Efficiency 
Technical Reference Manual Oversight 
Committee, the Net to Gross Oversight 
Committee,  the RE-AMP Iowa state table, and 
the board of directors of Wind on the Wires. 

Iowa ended the year with over 
6,900 MW of installed 
wind capacity, ranking second 
nationally, and now generates 
over 36% of energy from 
wind, ranking first nationally.

6,900 MW

The Council actively supported 
major wind projects proposed 
by MidAmerican (2,000 MW) and 
Alliant (500 MW). Once built, 
these projects will put Iowa 
close to the 10,000 MW 
milestone by 2020. 

BY 2020:
10,000 MW

Action alerts
During the 2016 Iowa Legislative Session, the 
Council generated 4,000 emails and 
letters from advocates to policymakers in 
support of policies that advance clean water, 
healthy land and continued clean energy growth.

Op-ed/guest columns
During 2016, Council staff were featured and 
quoted in more than 100 stories in 
news outlets across the state.    

New member organizations
The Council welcomed 4 new member 
organizations in 2016 — Blank Park Zoo, 
Citizens for a Healthy Iowa, Earth Made Clean and 
Impact 7G — expanding our collective knowledge, 
resources and influence.

Outreach

• We brought attention to the needs of Iowa’s watersheds. At the beginning of the 2016 legislative session, we 
issued a policy paper entitled, “Healthy Lands, Healthy Waters” that established significant need 
for the state to adopt a comprehensive, coordinated approach to addressing the challenges faced by Iowa’s 
watersheds.  Despite resistance, the Council was one of the first groups calling for watershed solutions.  In 
2016, continuing into 2017, watershed level solutions have become well accepted. 

• We raised concern for public health and gained considerable attention for linking public health concerns with 
nitrate in drinking water. Our report, “Nitrate in Drinking Water: A Public Health Concern 
for All Iowans” garnered widespread attention in the news. The report reviewed the findings of research 
conducted in Iowa, the U.S., and abroad that have found nitrate in drinking water associated with several birth 
defects, bladder cancer and thyroid cancer. 

• We demanded action from the EPA on Mississippi River Pollution. IEC worked in partnership with the 
Mississippi River Collaborative to release a report entitled, “Decades of Delay,” calling the EPA out for 
their lackluster efforts in fighting nutrient pollution in the Mississippi. 

Water Program

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

NEWS




