November 26, 2019
By Electronic Mail
SWCA Environmental Consultants
Attn: Cardinal-Hickory Creek EIS
80 Emerson Lane, Suite 1306
Bridgeville, PA 15017
comments@CardinalHickoryCreekEIS.us
RE:

Draft Compatibility Determination for the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Project

Dear SWCA Environmental Consultants and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service:
We are writing to support the major findings and conclusions of the draft compatibility
determination for the Cardinal-Hickory Creek Transmission Line Project (Project) to use a
portion of the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge (Refuge) for
realignment of utility right-of-way.
We have evaluated the options for the Project to cross the Mississippi River since 2013, early in
the siting and routing process. We are familiar with the major studies evaluating routing options
and Mississippi River crossing options, including the Alternative Crossings Analysis, MacroCorridor Study, and federal Final Environmental Impact Statement as well as routing studies
filed with the Iowa Utilities Board and Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. We agree with
the major outcome of each study, which finds that the use of existing transmission right-of-way
through the Refuge to Cassville, Wisconsin is the preferable crossing option.
The specific route proposed through the Refuge would shift this existing right-of-way slightly
and, so doing, would consolidate several land uses in a single area, including the Project, a
service road, a ferry landing and parking lot, and a privately-owned agricultural field. This
option is known as the Nelson-Dewey right-of-way or crossing, which we support. By
consolidating these land uses and removing the utility right-of-way in a more naturalized area of
the Refuge (Stoneman right-of-way), the Project can reduce habitat fragmentation and provide
benefits to the Refuge. Use of existing transmission right-of-way to co-locate the Project also
prevents introduction of a new transmission crossing in the Refuge or elsewhere over the River.
We appreciate that the draft compatibility determination recognizes these benefits and would
allow the Project to move forward using the Nelson Dewey right-of-way. The determination
states that, for example, “Restoration of the Stoneman right-of-way would result in reduced
habitat fragmentation and restoration of larger contiguous blocks of habitat.” Draft Compatibility
Determination at 14. The determination further states that “Over the long-term (30 to 50 years), a
net reduction in habitat fragmentation would occur on the floodplain of the Turkey River. A
more contiguous array of habitats would exist on the floodplain as a result of realigning the rightof-way.” Id.

The Project is critical to expanding the use of renewable energy in the Midwest region, which
offers a range of important environmental and economic benefits. The relationship of the Project
to renewable energy and many of the resulting benefits are identified in the Final Environmental
Impact Statement, to which the draft compatibility determination is included as an appendix.
The route for the Project – including the use of the Refuge to cross the Mississippi River – has
been studied exhaustively. We appreciate the work of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to require
and conduct a robust analysis of the impacts and benefits to the Refuge of this right-of-way, and
we support the draft conclusion that the use is compatible. We encourage the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service to issue a timely final compatibility determination that, consistent with the draft
compatibility determination, supports use of the Refuge for the Nelson Dewey right-of-way
realignment and allows the Project to proceed with this preferable crossing option for the River
as part of the overall route.
Sincerely,

Kerri Johannsen
Energy Program Director
Iowa Environmental Council
505 Fifth Ave., Suite 850
Des Moines, IA 50309

Douglas C. Harr
President & C.O.O.
Iowa Audubon
PO Box 117
Ogden, IA 50212

Amelia J. Vohs
Staff Attorney
Minnesota Center for Environmental
Advocacy
1919 University Ave W
Suite 515
St. Paul, MN 55104

Allen Gleckner
Senior Director of Energy Markets and
Regulatory Affairs
Fresh Energy
408 Saint Peter Street
Suite 220
St. Paul, MN 55102

Sean R. Brady
Regional Policy Manager
Clean Grid Alliance
570 Asbury Street
Suite 201
St. Paul, MN 55104

Johnathan Hladik
Policy Director
Center for Rural Affairs
145 Main Street, PO Box 136
Lyons, NE 68038

